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a majority power to make any subject a special 


order, and give it precedence over ail other busi- 


ner. C. JOHNSON suggested that the resolu- | 
tion should be so altered as to provide that the || 


House should resolve itself into the Committee of 


the Whole on the tariff bill on the day mentioned 
in the resolution. , 

The SPEAKER put the question on seconding 
demand for the previous question. 


Messrs. Kennepy, of Maryland, and C. Joun- 
gon were appointed; and they reported—ayes 72, 


noes 66. 
So there was a second. 


The main question was then ordered to be now 
ut; and, on the question of agreeing to the res- 
olution, the yeas and nays were called for and 
taken, and resulted—yeas 94, nays 79—being less 
than a majority of two thirds: 


YEAS—Messts. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, James A. 
Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, 
¥. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Cald- 
well, Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Dana, Daniel, Jolin W. Davis, 
Dean, Dromgoole, Duntap, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, French, 
Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, 
Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Hun- 

riord, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew 
onnson, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, 
Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mc- 
Causlen, Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, 
McDowell, McKay, Joseph Morris, Norris, Owen, Payne, 
Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, David S. 
Reid, Reding, Relfe, Roberts, Robinson, Saunders, Simpson, 
John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 
Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sykes, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright— 


94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
Bidiack, James Black, Brengle, Brodhead, Milton Brown, 
Buffington, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Clinch, Clingman, Colla- 
mer, Cranston, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Deberry, Dellet. Dickey, Dickinson, Ellis, Foot, Foster, 


BLISHED AT THE 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 1844. 


Mr. BIDLACK. Certainly, sir. I move to 
suspend the rules to enable me to make the in- 
quiry. 

(Cries of **for what purpose?’’] 

Mr. BIDLACK. For the purpose of under- 
| standing the notice which has been given by the 
| chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means. 
; [Laughter.] 

The question upon the suspension of the rules 
| was put, and negatived. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the House re- | 


solved into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Wetter in the chair,) 
/and proceeded to the consideration of the bill 


| making appropriations for the support of the | 


Army, for the fiscal year commencing on the Ist 
| day of July, 1844, and ending on the 30th day of 
' June, 1845. 
| The pending question being upon the amend- 
| mene offered by the gentleman from Ohio, 
Mr. COLES said he could not consent, under 
| any circumstances, to vote against a measure of 

retrenchment without explaining the reasons for 
| such vote. 
| are unnecessary. If he was convinced that they 
were unnecessary, he would not hesitate an in- 
stant; but he had taken occasion to inquire into 


improper course could not be taken than that of 





| Seventy officers who were altogether useless—who 


CITY OF WASHINGTON. 


It had been said that these officers | 


the matter, and was fully convinced that a more | 


making, from time to time, hasty and irregular | 
changes in the Army. It was said that there were |, 
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establishment was the cheapest as well as the 
most efficient that could be adopted, and he was 
unwilling to alter it. As a measure of economy, 
he was satisfied that the amendment would not 
produce the results that the gentleman who advo- 
cated it contemplated. For the purposes of re- 
| trenchment, he was for going much further than 
|| this amendment proposed, and for correcting the 
}abuses and reducing the extravagances in the 
| Army which had hitherto remained untouched. 
| If they took up this little matter alone, and let 
others of more importance remain untouched, 
they would accomplish nothing valuable in the 
way of retrenchment. There were extravagances 
and abuses in the Army which ought to be put 
an end to; but they principally arose from the 
injudicious legislation of Congress. 
| In the first page of the estimates of the Secre- 
| tary of War, the estimates for the Army proper 
| amounted to only $3,000,000; but there were 
|| other objects of experditure which he had not 
heard the greatest advocates for economy com- 
plain of. Were there not gentlemen here who 
|| were complaining of the extravagances of the 
|| Army, who were ready to vote for a large por- 
tion of the estimates under the Army head which 
|| did not properly belong to the Army—such as for 
|| harbors and rivers, pensions to widows and sol- 
| diers, and expenditures for the Indian service? 
He found many gentlemen, whose remarks were 
| calculated to throw odium on the Army, always 
voting for one or all of these objects. 
Mr. C. said that, instead of cutting down these 
supernumerary officers, the cheapest course would 


| had nothing todo. But was this the case? | be to reduce the number of cadets at the Military 

By the report from the adjutant general, there || Academy to one hundred and fifty; and, by this 
| are seventy graduates from West Point called | means, the supernumeraries would be absorbed 
| supernumerary. There are one hundred and ten || in the Army in the course of a few years. He 
| captains and subalterns absent from their regi- || would also reduce the number of professors at 


Giddings, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Hubbell, Hudson, Wash- |} ments—not all on furlough, as has been stated, | West Point; and in this way an annual amount 


ington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll 
Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Mc- 
livaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Moss, Moseley, Nes, 
Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, 
Preston, Ramsey, Ritter, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Rus- 
sell, Sample, Senter, Severance, Thomas UH. Seymour, 
David L. Seymour, Simons, Caleb B. Stnith, Spence, 
Summers, Thomasson, ‘Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, 
Vinton, Wethered, White, Williams, Winthrop, William 
Wright, and Yost—79. 


» || wat absent for the following reasons: thirty seven || would be saved equal to that proposed by the 


amendment. 

Mr. DANA made some remarks in favor of 
the amendment, and contended that the number 
of officers in the Army was too great, in propor- 
Fifty-eight of the | tion to the number of privates. The supernu- 
above supernumerary officers areattached tocom- | meraries were entirely unnecessary, as it ap- 
| panies in the place of officers absent as above | peared that they were performing the duties of 


/on duties of the general staff; twenty at West 
| Point, as professors, commanders, &c.; five on 
| special service; twelve sick; one suspended by 
| general court-martial; twenty-five on furlough— 
| making one hundred and ten. 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. MURPHY rose before the vote was an- || stated; and the other twelve supernumeraries are | the commissioned officers who were absent. Mr. 


nounced, and asked permission to record his vote, 
having been prevented, by business of his com- 
mittee, from being in the House at the time his 
name was called. 

The SPEAKER stated that he could not be so 
permitted. 

Mr. MURPHY then said that, if he had been 
present, he would have voted in the affirmative. 


Mr. McKAY rose and gave notice, in order || an act of extravagance to disband officers who | 


that no one might be taken by surprise, that, on 
Tuesday, the 9th day of April, or some earlier 
day, he would move that the House resolve it- 
self into the Committee of the Whole, for the 
purpose of taking up and proceeding to the con- 
sideration of this bill; and he would make that 
motion every day until the subject should be 
finally disposed of. 

Mr. J, R. INGERSOLL said he trusted that 
the gentleman’s intended motion would not pre- 
vail until the country at large had an opportunity 
of expressing its wishes upon the subject. 

Mr. WELLER made some observation, which 
was not heard by.the reporter. 


The SPEAKER announced that the morning 


hour had expired. 


Mr. BIDLACK wished, in connection with 


the notice of the chairman of the Committee of || the Indian frontiers, and to have an army which || 


Ways and Means, to make an inquiry of the hon- 
orable gentleman, and to present the proceedings 


of a meeting of the citizens of Mr. B.’s district, | this time. If this policy was a bad one, let it be 
on the subject of the bill which it was proposed || abandoned, and not only reduce these second 


to take up and consider. 
Called to order. 


Mr. BIDLACK said he merely wanted to make 


an inquiry of the chairman of the Committee of || one, reduce the artillery one half, and reduce the | 


ays anc Means. 
The SPEAKER. Does the 
to submit any motion? 


gentleman propose 


| attached—one to the engineer corps, four to the || D. argued that this was the proper time for re- 
_ topographical corps, and seven to the ordnance | trenchment, if the House intended any measure 
| corps; making up the whole seventy on active || of that kind, and that, by waiting for another bill, 
‘duty. The Military Academy would furnish | they would lose the opportunity altogether. 
| twenty-five in addition, after July next, but the || Mr. CARROLL deprecated these attacks on 
deaths, resignations, and other causes, would || the officers whose employment was under consid- 
| create more vacancies than could be supplied by || eration, without proof that they were unemployed; 
} the twenty-five. In his estimation, it would be || and he justified their retention on the ground that 
it was the duty of this country in peace to be pre- 
pared for war. 

Mr. T. SMITH spoke in favor of a diminu- 
tion of the public expenditures; and hence, he 
was in favor of the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Ohio. He was of opinion that if the 
House waited for oe of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, thes® reforms would never be 
effected; for they could not possibly have any 
assurance that that bill would come up before the 
end of the session, when it would be too late to 
receive the mature consideration of the Senate. 
He hoped the committee would adopt the amend- 

have an army so constituted as to keep alive some || ment now proposed; for it was not inconsistent 
| military knowledge in the country. The princi- || with the bill of the gentleman from South Caro- 

ple adopted in 1821, was to reduce the Army to | lina, for which he should also vote, when itcame 
| the lowest limits required to keep alive that mili- || up. He was in favor of a thorough organization 
|| tary knowledge, to garrison the posts, to guard || of the Army, but he was opposed to an Army of 
officers without men, for it was inconsistent with 
| the principles on which a republic was based. 
| He believed, if war should come, it would be much 
| easier then to obtain officers than fighting-men. 
| He was not one that believed that science alone 
| was necessary to do our fighting; but he believed, 
_ also, that such science had been brought to great 
perfection among our people; so that science 
' could be found among them, and a sufficient num- 
| eight regiments of infantry intofour. One half of |, ber of men that would fight as bravely, and ex- 

the number of officers might then be disbanded. || hibit as much skill as any of those who were 

He was of the opinion that the present military |! educated at West Point. 


| have been prepared for the service at great ex- | 
| pense, and at the same time to continue to pre- | 
| pare others at the Military Academy. 

Mr. C. referred to the condition of the countr 
|| during the last war with Great Britain, when it | 
|| was so destitute of military information that they |! 
|| could scarcely get books on military science, and || 
|| had to employ British deserters to teach the offi- | 
cers the plainest duties. Indeed, after the war, 
they had to send to Europe for an engineer, who | 
had cost the Government millions of dollars. The 
object in forming the peace establishment, was to 





could be expanded to double its force in case of 
That policy had been continued till 


| 
| 


| emergency. 


| lieutenants, but reduce the whole Army. To be 
| consistent in making this reduction, they should 
also reduce the two regiments of dragvons into 
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{Here a message was received from the Senate || Army, in which it was stated that there were 


by Assury Dickins, Esq., its Secretary, who 
delivers d to the lLiouse many bills passed by the 
Denate. 

Mr. T. SMITH resumed: He said when he was 
interrupted, he was trying to demonstrate that 
when the day should come for fighting to be done, 
the exigencies of the case would call up the men 
who were calculated and the best qualified to de- 
fend thecountry. The gentlemen who were edu- 
cated at West Point, under such circumstances, 
would have to be set aside, for they were not 
qualified for the battle-field; and he should, there- 
fore, votefortheamendment. It had been asked 


what those young gentlemen were to do? to which | 


he replied that they should be content with the 
education and the consequent advantages which 
the country had giver them, without being thrown 
as a burden on the country in the time of peace, 
with their servants and forage. There were the 
various professions of the country open to them, 


| sixty-nine supernumeraries, and that they were 
all as fully employed as any of the officers were. 


The great bugbear seemed to be that they were 
called supérnumeraries. 

Mr. McDOWELL referred to the law of 1812 
to show that this corpsof supernumerary officers 
was designed to fill the vacancies occuring from 
year to year in the Army. 

Mr. McD. said it was plain that when that law | 
was framed, it was never contemplated that sev- 
enty or eighty supernumerary officers should be 
quartered on the Government in time of peace, at 
enormous expenses; and that the President, in 
retaining them in service, had misconstrued it. 
He then went on to say, that it was the solemn 
and imperious duty of the House to lighten the 
burdens of the people whenever they had the op- 
portunity of doing so; and now that they had the 
power of retrenching, they should not let the op- 
portunity escape them by waiting for another biil, 









| demned, was got up with the understandin - 
agreat part of it could be spared from the | ‘at 
and at a small increase of expense. He ha 

objection to the staff. He believed it to be 7 to 

tial to our skeleton organization, and would me 

more valuable in an en ergency than oan 
/part of the Army. By the organization aa 
| Army there were seven hundred and thirty-th : 

commissioned officers, six hundred Sarna 

five hundred and sixty corporals, fourteen .- 
| geant majors, and fourteen quartermaste _ 
| geants—making nineteen hundred and 
| onecommissic* ed officers and non-commi 
| officers. There were three hundred andt 
sicians, one hundred artificers and blac 
| two hundred and fifty enlisted men of o 
bev six thousand and forty privates. 
| 


T Ser 
Wenty, 
88ioned 
WO mu. 
Ksmiths, 
raneey 
the whole number of commissioned officers 
non-commissioned officers, there were about on 
commissioned officer and two non-commissione 


officers to ten privates, without counting the gy. 
_pernumerary second lieutenants. He made this 
statement without any unkind feeling to thes 
| Supernumerary officers, and without any hostility 
\to West Point. His object was to curtail thy 
expenditures of the Government, and lop off git 
| offices that could be dispensed with without jp. 


and they should labor for themselves, as others 
of our citizens were compelled to do. If, how- 
ever, no profession was open to them, let them 
carry their scientific attainments into agricultural 
pursuits, in which they might be made available 
both to their own and to their country’s interests. 


He would have preferred acting first on the bill 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Biack;} but as the House had commenced on 
| this, he was willing to go on with it. Holding 
himself at all times ready to apply the pruning 
knife of reform whenever it could be done with- 
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Sut there was another reason why he should give 
support to thisamendment. He was desirous to 
diminish the appropria’ions, and the amendment 


would reduce the proposed appropriations of this | 


bill some eighty or ninety thousand dollars. 

He did not desire to embarrass or to detain the 
committee, for be felt convinced that it was the 
intention of the House to come upand make this 
retrenchment, and dispense with these unneces- 
sary and supernumerary’ officers. He had the 
intention of proposing another amendment, if in 
order, that, in the event of promotions becoming 
necessary in consequence of the excision of these 
supernumeraries, such promotions should be made 
from the line of the Army. Whenever a young 
man was found who had recommended himself by 
his service in the ranks for four or five years, he 
should be placed in the line of promotion. This 
was the way to give character and standing to 
the Army. 

Mr. BRENGLE said he desired to occupy the 
attention of the committee but a moment. They 
were called on now to make an appropriation of 
money for the public service; and he held it to be 
a valuable maxim, where money was to be appro- 
priated, to know beforehand that it was actually 
required for the public service. It was not in- 
cumbent on the advocates of the proposed amend- 
ment to establish the proposition that these offi- 
cers, who, in the technical language of the Army 
Register, were called supernumeraries, were use- 
less; but it was incumbent on those who advo- 
cated the expenditure of the money to establish 
the converse of the proposition, and satisfy the 
House that the public service required the ex- 
penditure; and, unless the public service did re- 
quire it, they had neither the right nor the author- 
ity toexpend it. He was for maintaining such an 
Army as the exigencies of the country required. 
Thus far would he go as willingly as any mem- 
ber of the House; but not an inch beyond it. He 
made no sounding phrases about retrenchment or 
useless expenditure; if the public service required 
millions, he would vote millions. This was his 
notion of the duty incunrbent upon him in refer- 
ence to the question before the House. He would 
vote for the amendment. 

Mr. HUNT said he did not rise to prolong 
the debate. He merely desired to offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment. [t would be borne in 
mind that these supernumeraries, when they en- 
tered into the service, came under an engagement 
to serve the country fora term of years, which is 
noi yet expired. He did not contend that it was 
strictly a legal contract which could be enforced 
upon technical grounds in a court of law, but the 
good faith which every Government was bound to 
observe would dictate the strict observance of 
the implied terms of such contract. Mr. H. pro- 
posed to amend the amendment by adding the 
words, ** who shall have served for a longer pe- 
riod than the term of their original engagements.”’ 

Mr. PATTERSON said he agreed with the 
gentleman from Maryland, that if there was no 
necessity for these supernumerary officers they 
should make no apjiropriation for them. 





| them in service to fill the vacancies in the Army 


| permission of the House to make some state- 


| seventeen privates to one commissioned officer. 





But he | 
had received a memorandum from the head of the | 


out detriment to the public service, he would vote 
for the amendment of the gentleman from,Ohio. 
In giving this vote, however, he disclaimed any 
intention of casting the slightest imputation on 
the officers who were educated at West Point. 
He believed the majority of them to be very de- 
serving young men, and many of them had be- 


| haved with great gallantry in their country’s ser- 


vice in Florida. His object was to retrench the 
public expenditures as far as it could be done with 
advantage; and he had no reference to individ- 
uals, 

Mr. SAMPLE supported the amendment; and 
argued that the supernumeraries ought to be dis- 
charged, as it was evident that there was no real 
use forthem. He thought it would be better for 
these young men, who had received good educa- 
tions atthe public expense, to send them outinto 
the useful and active employments of life, rather 
than that they should live in idleness in the pay 
of the Government, and contract vicious habits. 

Mr. PATTERSON asked leave to explain. 
He had stated before, on official authority, that 
these officers were actively and usefully employed 
in filling the places of those officers who had been 
drawn from the Army to do duty in the staff, or 
at West Point. 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, opposed the amend- 
ment with much earnestness, contending that 
there was ample employment for these supernu- 
merary officers, and that it was necessary to keep 


as they occur. 
Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, asked the 


ments which he had taken from the Army Regis- 
ter. The number of officers of the line employed 
on staff duty was sixty-four, viz: on the general 
staff, thirty-five;at the Military Academy, twenty ; 
and on special service, nine—making sixty-four 





in all. In the regiment of dragoons, there were 
three company officers, and sixty-one non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, or 
twenty and one third privates to each company 
officer. In the artillery, there were four officers, 
and fifty non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, or twelve and a half privates to one 
company officer. In the infantry, there were | 
three company officers, and fifty-two non-com- 
missioned sy musicians, and privates, or | 


Of the sixty-four staff officers from the line, there | 
were thirty-seven from the artillery, who have 
forty supernumerary first lieutenants; and, there- 


| fore, every company in that arm had three com- | 


pany officers, and three to spare. The other 


| twenty-seven staff officers form the ten regiments 


of dragoons and infantry, embracing one hun- 
dred companies; and, therefore, one fourth of 
these companies have but two company officers; 
but, by the bill he had submitted to the House, 
eight of these twenty-seven officers were returned 
to the line; so that these ten regiments would 
have to furnish but two officers to the staff from 
each regiment, r 
Now, he learned, from very good authority, | 
that our very large staff, which he in no way con- | 


| jury to the public service. While up, he wouij 
state that the bill reported by him for reducing 
the expenses of the Army had been printed ang 
just laid on the tables of members, and he would 
ask the indulgence of the House to read the 
twelfth section of it. Mr. B. then read the twelfth 
section of the bill, as follows: 

* Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the fourth see. 
tion of the act entitled § An act making further provisiog 
for the corps of engineers,’ approved April 29, 1812, be, ang 
the same is hereby, repealed ; and that the President of the 
United States shall forthwith discharge all the supernume. 
rary second lieutenants from the Army of the United Stas; 
but nothing herein contained shall prevent him from ap. 
pointing any of the supernumerary second lieutenants to 
such vacancies as may hereafter occur in the Army of the 
United States ; and it is further provided that each super. 
numerary second lieutenant, discharged under this aci, 
shall be entitled to receive three months’ extra compensa. 
tion agreeable to his present pay and emoluments,” 


He concluded with the observation that he had 
no unkind feeling towards these young oficers, 
and was only actuated by a desire to protect the 
interests of the country. 

Mr. McKAY explained what had been the le- 
gislation on this subject from the establishment of 
this Government, for the purpose of showing that 
the number of commissioned officers was greater 
to each company, in proportion to the numberof 
men, than hitherto employed, and that many of 
these officers were unnecessary. He, however, 
stated that, under existing circumstances, the 
Committee of Ways and Means, of which he was 
chairman, could not avoid making an appropria- 
tion for these officers; they had no discretion to 
do otherwise than they had done, though the 
committee were of opinion that there was no ne- 
| cessity for at least a part of their supernumerary 
| lieutenants. The Committee of Ways and Means, 
however, directed him to report a resolution to 
the House, at an earlier part of the session, by 
which the Committee on Military Affairs wast 
structed to inquire into the expediency of dis- 
charging all, or a part, of those supernumerary 
lieutenants. That committee has not as yet mace 
any specific report to the House; but that the 
Committee of the Whole House might under- 
stand the ground on which his opinion was pred- 
icated, he would briefly advert to the state of the 
Army, and its organization at various periods. 

He then quoted various enactments, and 
amongst other things, showed that, in 1786, 
when the first act was passed on the subject, there 
was one captain and two lieutenants to each com- 
pany of sixty privates. In 1798, the number of 
officers was still three, and the number of pr- 
vates fifty-two. In 1800, the number of officers 
was the same, and the number of privates ranged 
from eighty to ninety; and it was only during the 
war that the number of company officers was 10- 
creased to four. In 1815, for the first time, the 
number authorized to be employed was five, that 
being the close of the war; but the number of 
privates was then one hundred, But now there 
were five officers for each company of forty-two 
men, irrespective of these supernumerary secon 
lieutenants. He spoke of the manner in which 
| the President of the United States had attached 
| these supernumerary officers to the arullery corps, 









| 
| 
| 
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snd likewise to the engineer corps and ord- | 


rtment; and read extracts froma work 

snes tee dition of the British army, by which 
’ as shown that five commissioned officers 
; w deemed too many for each company of Brit- | 
sh soldiers. He said he believed there was no 
M ceasit for so many of these supernumerary 
feutenants he believed four commissioned offi- 
oo to command forty-two men, composing each 
oe any of artillery, were sufficiently ample; but 
pe would not propose to reduce them; he did, how- 
ever, think the committee should be cautious 
how they acted in the manner proposed by the 

ntieman from Ohio. He trusted they would 
pot precipitate action, and suggested that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio should 
be withdrawn or voted down, and that then the 

propriation should be reduced by the $80,000 
reported for the supernumerary officers, and that 
the appropriation for them should be made a 
art of the bill from the Committee on Retrench- 
ment, on a discussion of which the House could 
determine what change should be made, and what 
appropriation should be voted. ‘That course 
would impose a moral constraint on the House 
to act on the bill of the Committee on Retrench- 
ment, and would avoid the evil of encumbering 
the bill now before the committee with proposi- 
tions for a reorganization of the Army. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF opposed the suggestion 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 

eans. 
7 HAMLIN followed on the same side. 

Mr. HAMMETT opposed the suggestion of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


eans. 
7“ McKAY said he had trusted that the com- 
mittee would vote down the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio; and if a majority agreed 
with him that a part, at least, of the number of 
these officers ought to be reduced, the amount 
inserted in the bill should be reduced; and after- 


wards, if it were considered necessary, the whole | 


number might be dispensed with. 


The debate was further continued by Messrs. || 


ADAMS and C. JOHNSON. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, and negatived. 

The question recurred upon the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio, and tellers were ap- 
pointed; who reported—ayes 84, noes 29. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he regarded this vote 
as an index that the committee were in favor, to 
some extent, at least, of the report of the Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment; and inasmuch as that 
report proposed a considerable reduction, and as 
those reductions could not be made in an appro- 


priation bill, he hoped the bill would be laid aside, | 


and that the bill (No. 256) for the regulation of 
the pay of the Army would be taken up. 


Mr. WHITE observed that that bill had been 


reported only this morning. 

Mr. THOMPSON interposed to say that the 
question was not debatable. 

Mr. WHITE said he would like to hear the 
bill read; and he would suggest that the commit- 
tee then rise. 

The bill having been read through, 

Mr. WHITE moved that the committee rise; 
which was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN directed it to be read by 
sections, for the purpose of allowing opportuni- 
ties to offer amendments. 

The first section was read; when 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, submitted an amend- 
ment to abolish the office of major general. 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, obtained the 
floor; but gave way to 

Mr. WHITE, on whose motion the committee 
rose, and reported progress. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the House take 
op the resolution of the Senate to adjourn on the 

th of May. 


Mr. HOPKINS moved that the House adjourn; | 


which motion was carried, and 
The House adjourned. 
4 


The following petitions, presented to day, were handed 


to thi: reporters by the members presenting them : 


By the SPEAKER: Resolutions of the Legislative Coun- 
7 the Territory of Florida, requesting a division of the 


By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of Elizabeth Stanford 
of Elizabeth, Cc county, Maine, praying to be al- 
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| Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of New Castle county, Delaware, remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the bill introduced into 
the other House for the modification of the pres- 
ent tariff, and against any interference with the 
tariff whatever; which was referred to the €om- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of a nu- 
merous and respectable meeting in Scott county, 
State of Missouri, praying for an appropriation 
to improve the navigation of the Mississippi river 

at the place called the ‘Little Cha-n,”’ being the 

| ae as Ries epenty Pears, ening ms kemege | first chain of rocks which encroached upon the 

y 5 “ 8 . . 2. : . 

| emption nw two years, from the time that the land cums | river above the mouth of the Ohio. 

| into market, to pay for it. || Mr. B. said that the petition stated what he 

| _ By Mr. DANA; ‘The remonstrance of Benjamin Joy, and |; himself knew to be the fact; that this chain made 

Goy-tpe aapensoninane of ee eat nonin county, || the most dangerous place in the river, and where 

| By Mr. WENTWORTH. The remonstrance of sundry |} the greatest number of steamboat accidents took 
citizens of Lee county, Illinois, against the removal of the place. From the number of these accidents, and 
land office from Dixon, the center of the district, toGalena, || the number of lives lost there, this part of the 
the north part, with sundry letters, maps. &e.; whieh was | river had received the name of the ** Graveyard,”’ 
referred to the Committee on Pubhe Lands. 

Also,a ‘etition fora mail route from St. Charles, Kane and was constantly called by that name when 
county, Iiinois. to Cleveland. Winnebago county. via || referred to. Mr. B. moved that the petition be 
Berkshire, Genoa, and Hick’s Mills; which was reterred | referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
to the Committee ow the Post Office and Poet Roads. Mr. B. also presented the following resolution 

on the same subject; which hes over one day un- 
der the rules: 


Also, a petition for a mail route from Chicago to Albany, 
via Babeock’s Grove, St. Charles, and Sycamore; which 
| Was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads. : Resolved, That the Secretary of the War Department be 
|| By Mr. KENNNEDY, of Indiana: The petition of E. || directed to cause an conaaaaaes and report oie made on 
the practicability and probable expense of improving the 
navigation of the Mississippi river at the place called the 
‘Little Chain,’ being the place where the first chain of 


| Robinet, praying an extension of his pension on account 
rocks overreach upon the river above the mouth of the 








— he 











lowed the amount of prize money due her late husband, \| 

| John McCaffery, who was seaman on board the Bon Homme 

| Richard, when she captured the Serapis, during the war of 

| the Revolution: which was referred to the Committee on 

| Revolutionary Claims. 

| By Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania: The memorial 
signed by several hundred citizens of Philadelphia, repre 
senting the prosperous condition under the present tariff, 
and protesting against its repeal. 

Also, a memorial of similar tenor from citizens of Ship- 
pensburg, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the memorial, of John 8. Gilbert, asking Congress 
to examine and report upon the merits of his patent balance 
floating-dock. 

By Mr. STEENROD: The petition of a portion of the 





war of 1812; which was referred to the Committee on Rev 


| Of his disability, resulting from wounds received during the 
| olutionary Pensions. 
Ohio. 


1 apn || Mr. BUCHANAN asked and obtained leave 
1 IN SENATE. s || to present a memorial from T. & J. W. Johnson, 
H Frivay, March 29, 1844. || law publishers of the city of Philadelphia, Penn- 


| Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial || 8Y'vania. These publishers stated, in their me- 
i] ina John 8. Gilbert of ep city of New York, | Morial, that they had printed laws of the United 
| alates See Mention avg dete bt invention, | States from 1789, (one thousand in number, each 


| which was tefersed to the Cecnmilites oa Naval set contained in four volumes, well bound,) which 
| Affaire ” they were willing to dispose of at the rate of two 
| Also, a memorial from two hundred and ten | nar a ee me edd dollars per copy. 
| citizens of Yates county, New York, remonstrat- | 'hey also stated that there was now a proposi- 
ing against any change in the present tariff | tion before Congress-for the publication of the 
er. 5 Sie , | i s ich woul¢ “ 
|| Also, eight memorials, containing seven hun- ee ee ere 
| dred and sixty signatures, from Albany; one | has if ied i te P ld d Bes 
' from Manlius, two from Utica, New York, and || Chat, 1 CAFrIee Into CHect, 1 Wee wmrOy Tare 
one from Frankfort, Herkimer county, of like | 


| 
i} 


| enterprise, which they desired to undertake upon 


: » , i »y desi : e 
| import; all of were referred to the Committee on | their own account. They desired ae Congres 
H Pita aee || should take these laws, already published, in- 


Mr. ATCHISON presented some documents | stead of paying three times what they proposed 

‘| in support of the claim of William H _ | to charge for laws which were not yet published. 
* ° ” >| i. . 7 » ; 

| which were referred to the Committee on Indian | Mr. BREESE — nted the proceedings of a 

public meeting held in Knox county, Indiana, in 


| Affairs. lif ee . 
‘favor of a grant of land to aid in the improve- 
Mr. BREESE presented some documents, ex- | sda af tae wavicniion of tha. Webuakaeen 


| hibitine the ) ublic property transporte , 
ee a aren Missiesi y. aaa — 1 which were referred to the Committee on Public 
y Mt ar PPIs ‘| Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


|| statistical information of great importance con- || 
| ; : Mr. STURGEON presented documents from 
c D h; which were referred tothe Com- || «,.,,.’ . 
Name thareartin, Wade We erred tothe Com || William Keller, a soldier in the war with Great 


| Sees om Commerce, to ai that commnittes in | Britain, praying for a pension; which were re 
\| their deliberations on the subject of improvements || , ee ; . 
es J P | ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


in the navigation of the western waters, and or- || 
| dered to be printed. || PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


| Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from sun- |) Wr, CRITTENDEN asked and obtained leave 
|| dry farmers, mechanics, and manufacturers, of | to withdraw from the files of the Senate the me- 


Cecil county, Maryland, representing that the | morial and papers of John Brooks, and to refer 
existing tariff is adequate to the wants of the || them to the Committee on Claims. 


| country, and praying Congress to make no alter- || aincinili diminds aueeieiant 


ation in it; which was referred to the Committee \| 
Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Naval 


on Finance. i] 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented eight memorials || Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Robert Fulton; which was read, and ordered 


'| from the State of Pennsylvania, praying Congress || 

|| not to pass any act interfering with the present |! to a second reading. 

| tariff, unless it was ascertained by its operation, || Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
| that it required amendment. | Commerce, reported a bill relating to certain col- 
|| Also, the proceedings of a meeting in Danville, | lection districts, and for other purposes; which 
Pennsylvania, at which strong resolutions were || was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
passed in favor of the present tariff; allof which || Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
| were referred to the Committee on Finance. || Judiciary, reported back, with an amendment, 
| Mr. B. also presented a memorial from inhab- || House bill entitled ‘An act to change the time of 
|| itants of Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying, || holding the spring term of the circuit court of the 


} 





|| for reasons set forth therein, that Texas may not || United States for the eastern district of Virginia.”” 
|| be annexed to the Union. ‘| Mr. B. remarked that it had been suggested to 
|| Also, a memorial from citizens of the county | him by one of the Representatives from Virginia 
|| of Adams, Pennsylvania, and citizens of Ohio || that the time for the meeting of the court would 
township, in the county of Alleghany, praying || very soon occur, and it was therefore desirable 
that Congress may not annex Texas to the Union; || that the bill should be at ouce considered by the 
which were referred to the Committee on For- || Senate. 
eign Relations. || Mr. KING remarked that he designed to pro- 
Mr. SEVIER presented the petition and papers | pose an amendment to the bill, and expressed a 
of Laomi Kelter, of Arkansas, praying for a pen- || wish that the Senator from Georgia [Mr: Bea- 
sion; which were referred to the Committee on || rien] would not press action upon the bill then. 
Pensions. || Mr. BERRIEN acquiesced in the suggestion. 
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tly, onthe motion of Mr. BERRIEN, 





Subsequen 


| 


|| orders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 


(the Senator from Alabama having prepared his || took up for consideration, as in Committee of the 


amendment,) the previous orders of the day were 


postponed, and the bill was taken up as in Com- | 


mittee of the W hole. 

‘he amendment proposed by the Judiciary 
Committee to strike out the Sth day of June, and 
to insert the 30th day of May as the time for the 
meeting of this court, was avreed to. 

Mr. KING remarked that he had received a 
communication from the district judge of Ala- 
bama, expressing a desire that the time for hold- 
ing the courts at Mobile should be changed. He 
had, in accordance with such wish, prepared an 
amendment fixing the time at a period more con- 
venient to the bar, judges, and country generally; 


and more desirable, as it was ata more healthy | 


period, so far as that city was concerned. He 
proposed to add at the end of the bill a section 
providing that the spring term of the circuit court 
of the United States for the fifth judicial circuit 
and southern district of Alabama shall commence 
hereafter on the third Monday in April, and the 
fall term on the fourth Monday of December. 
Also proposed to add another section authorizing 
the judge to hold an extra term of the court in 
case it should be found inconvenient to hold the 
regular term. 
These amendments were agreed to. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate; and | 
the amendments being concurred in, they were | 
ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a | 


third time. 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the previous | 


orders of the day were postponed; and the bill 
to confirm the survey and location of claims for 
lands in the State of Mississippi, east of Pear! 
river and south of the thirty-first degree of north 


latitude, was taken up, and was read the third | 


time; and, on the suggestion of Mr. Jounson, 


was postponed till to-morrow, to enable him to | 


eXamine its provisions, 
MARBLE BUSTS. 


Mr. TAPPAN asked the Senate to take up for 


consideration the following resolution, reported 


from the Committee on the Library: 


Joint resolution directing the purchase of certain marble 
busts. 

Be it resolved bythe Senate and House of Representatives 

of the Un ted States of America in Congress assembied, What 

the Secretary of State be directed to purchase of Hiram 


Powers, of Olno, busts, in marble, of such of the Presidents 


of the United States as he may have modeled trom the life, 
or from authentic materials, at a price not exceeding five 
hundred dollars each. 


Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks, not dis- 


——»— 


tinctly heard, on the propriety of the Govern- | 


ment having accurate likenesses of the Presidents 


of the United States, as far as they could be ob- | 


tained. Mr. Powers had succeeded in preparing 
models of three of the Presidents, and was also 
ready to execute them in marble. Mr. T. bore 
high testimony to the just celebrity of Mr. Pow- 
ers as an artist and a skillful workman in sculp- 
ture. He did not consider that there was any 
man in modern times better able to copy the hu- 
man form with precise accuracy than he. 

The resolution was then taken up for consid- 
eration. 

Mr. KING made some remarks on the propri- 
ety, as the busts were not actually executed in 
marble, of authorizing the Secretary to make a 
contract with the artist to execute them ata price 
not exceeding five hundred dollars. As the res- 
olution now read, it proposed a purchase of the 
busts as if they were actually executed, 

Mr. TAPPAN was understood to remark that 
the committee had been informed, from very good 
authority, that Mr. Powers had prepared admi- 
rable models of three of the Presidents, from 
which the busts in marble could be easily exe- 
cuted, All the skill and genius of the artist were 
expended in creating the model; therefore, in exe- 


euting the busts in marble, nothing remained but | 


mechanical execution. 
amendment suggested at all important to accom- 
plish the object designed. 

The resolution was then reported to the Sen- 
ate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


CHESAPEAKE AND OH1O CANAL. 


He did not consider the | 


; 


| and were better paid. He expressed a ho 
On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the previous || his suggestion would be adopted by the 


W hole, the bill reported from the Committee on 


Roads and Canals for confirming and assenting | 


to an act of the Legislature of Virginia, entitled 
‘* An act further to amend the act incorporating 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company.”’ 
Mr. M. explained that there was a joint act 
passed by the Legislatures of Virginia and Ma- 
ryland and the Congress of the United States, by 
which the time was limited in the canal charter 
for the completion of this work. The time would 


expire the ensuing April; therefore the Legisla- | 
tures of each of those States had passed laws for | 


the extension of the time. They now asked the 
passage of an act by Congress concurring in such 


extension of time to the canal company. This | 


bill provided for that object. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate, and | 


ordered to be engrossod for a third reading. 


SALARY OF THE DISTRICT JUDGES. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to increase the salary of the district judge 
of the United States for the district of East Ten- 
nessee, Middle Tennessee, and the western dis- 
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trict of Tennessee, in the eighth judicial district. | 


The question pending being the proposition of | 


Mr. HanneGan to recommit the bill to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary, with instructions to in- | 
quire into the expediency of equalizing the sala- | 


ries of the district judges. 
Mr. KING made some inquiry as to what was 
meant by the term equalization? The judge of 


the southern district of New York, whose duties | 


were laborious, received $3,500 per annum; but 
there were other judges, whose duties were not 


so laborious, who received much less—some as | 


low as $1,000 per annum. It certainly was not 


the design or object of the Senator from Indiana, | 
by his instructions to the committee, to equalize | 
the salaries of the judges, by giving the same | 
salaries to those who had little or no duties to | 


perform, as to the judges of New York, whose | 


duties were so laborious. 
his design to do any such thing. 


ing one reported fixing a fair compensation to all 


the judges, taking into consideration the duties | 


| they have to perform, the expenses incurred in 


their performance, and the amount necessary to 
their support in the section of country in which 


they reside, he would have no objection to such 
a course, 


Mr. TAPPAN remarked that, early last ses- 


sion, Congress raised a committee to take into 
consideration the subject of retrenchment. It 
was a regular standing committee, and existed at 
the present time. Expectation was raised high 
throughout the country when the committee was 
appointed, It was one from which doubtless 
some able report might have been expected. The 
country or the Senate had not been favored as 
yet with any report from it. He believed that 


He knew it was not | 
j If the Senator | 
wanted to commit the bill, with the view of hav- 





much business had not been referred to that com- | 
mittee; he therefore suggested whether it was not | 


better to refer the biil to the Committee on Re- 


| trenchment, and let them go into an examination 


of the salaries of all the district judges, and bring | 


in a billreducing them all toa suitable standard ? 


He 


believed that it would be found that there | 


could be a reduction without impairing the use- 


fulness and standing of the judiciary. These sal- 


aries cannot be reduced during the life of the in- | 


cumbents, but it can be done as fully by this bill as 
any other. 
take effect as soon as the places of the present in- 


cumbents shall be vacated by resignation, death, | 


or otherwise. Unless it was done in this way, 
it would never be doneat all. Every district judge 
would have a friend cn that floor; and the judge 
being a very clever man to his friends, and per- 
haps a little extravagant, would feel a great ne- 
cessity for an increase of salary to support such 
extravagance. ‘T'he judge’s friend on that floor, 
seeing the great necessity of relieving him from 
this embarrassment, would make an effort to do 
so out of the national purse, by giving him a 
larger salary. This would be the case session 
after session. Mr. T. was understood further to 
say, that the judicial officers had as little to do 
as any body of officers under the Government, 

that 
nator 


The bill can provide a reduction to | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





| {Mr. Tapran.] His friend from 


| York. He did not believe that the distric 





from Indiana, of sending the bill to the Co, > 
tee on Retrenchment with instructions, =a. 
Mr. HANNEGAN said he would cheer 


accept the suggestion of the Senato fully 


t from Ohio 


, Alabama 
certainly mistaken in his intention very much f 
5 


he supposed he wanted to raise the salaries of an 

of the judges to $3,500—the amount received ; 
the district judge of the southern district of New 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, who receinea fe 
$1,000 per annum, got enough. There was » 
present, great inequality in the salaries of thom 
judges. While the judges in Wisconsin and low 
received $1,800 per annum, those of the three 
States mentioned received but $1,000. His whol 
object, in presenting the resolution, was to hay, 
the Committee on the Judiciary report a bill of, 
general character, to take effect prospectively: se 
to affect the present incumbents, of course, (for hp 
was aware of the constitutional provision preven, 
ing a reduction of the salary of the judge durin 

the time he is in office,) but those who come in as 

successors. This was the way he wished the sq), 

aries of the judges to be equalized; not that they 

shall all receive a like compensation, but that they 

shall receive in proportion to the amount of ge. 

vices rendered, and the expenses attending the 

performance of their duties. He moved to refer 

the matter to the Committee on Retrenchment. 

Mr. JARNAGIN expressed a wish that the 
bill would not be embarrassed by any propos. 
tion to get up a bill of a general nature, or from 
an overweening desire to give the Committee on 
Retrenchment something to do. If the Senator 
from Ohio wanted something to send to that com. 
mittee, let him send the joint resolution of his for 
the purchase of marble busts of the several Pres. 
idents. That would be a legitimate matter for 
retrenchment. That resolution was passed atthe 
expense of the judges of the district courts. jf 
there were any of the judges in the other districts 
who did not receive a fair compensation, he was 
prepared to vote for bills raising their salaries, 
He hoped this bill would not be recommitted with 
the view of bringing forward a general one to 
raise the salaries of those who were inadequately 
paid. He would prefer that the bill should te 
voted down than to have it recommitted with any 
such view. Its recommitment would be justas 
fatal as its rejection. 

Mr.WHITE made some remarks, showing the 
greatdisparity between the salaries of these judges, 
the inadequate salaries of some, and the necessity 
of some legislation upon the subject. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said it was reported in 
one of the papers that he stated the salary of the 
district judge of Kentucky at $1,800 per annum. 
His salary is $1,500 instead of $1,800. 

The bill was then laid on the table till to-mor- 
row. 


POSTAGE-FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the special or- 
ders were taken up, and the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceded to the consider- 
tion of Senate bill No 51, bemg a bill to reduce 
the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct 
the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the 
prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post 
Office Department. 

The bill, as reported by the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and printed, con 
tained the amendments proposed by that commit 
tee, which amendments had been adopted in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Friday, the 22d instant, 
when the bill was then under consideration. The 
question now pending was, on motion of Mr. 
SIMMONS, to make the distance for the lowest 
rate of postage (five cents) two hundred and fifty 
miles instead of one hundred miles. 


Mr. MERRICK, after a few preiaaey remarks 
stating his re to explain the bill, said he 
was rejoiced that it now came up with a prospect 
of final action. When it was before the Senate 
a few days ago, the question pending was the 
motion of the Senator from Rhode Island to sub- 
stitute two hundred and fifty for one hundred 
miles in the first section. He should not now 
discuss that point; but he hoped gentlemen had 
given the attention to the provisions of the bill 
which the importance of the measure demand¢d. 


For the pu of refreshing the memory of 
purpose & fart 


Senators, previous to proceeding with the 
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the Comm: ment of the bill, he recapitulated, at con- || Postmaster General, [at the end of each quarter,] || day of the succeeding session. [And it shall be 

ns, = dorable length, the arguments he had before | on which the posimasters shall be charged the || the duty of every deputy postmaster, under the 

ld cheerfiy side in its support; and, in the course of his | postage; and refusal or neglect to make such re- | direction of the Postmaster General, before deliv- * 
t from Oh; arks, expressed his gratification at the Senate | turns shall subject the publishers or editors to the || ering any letter, or other matter or thing, in- 

Alabama ®, ol at last come to the consideration of a sub- | rates of postage chargeable under the act of 3d | closed in any such envelope, or to which any 

very much ‘eet which could be legislated upon without being | March, 1825. All newspapers exceeding thirteen || such free stamp may be attached, so to mittlate 

tlaries of a mmingled with ped topics, for it was a mea- | hundred and twenty-five [sixteen hundred, in- | or deface the same as effectually to prevent its 

t received 4, a which rose above all party considerations, | stead of thirteen hundred and twenty-five] square || second use. 


strict Of New and presented itself as a question of the greatest | Sec. 10. brohibitory of private expresses or 


inches to be — to the same postage as now 





Strict judy interest to persons of all parties. He regretted, | exists; that is, for a distance not exceeding one || other transmission of mail matter than through 
Teceived by however, that the whole official corps of the Gov- i hundred miles, one cent; and greater than one | the Post Office mail; penalty, $150 for each of- 
here wag ernment had taken a position of determined hos- | hundred miles, one and a half cent; and one cent | fense. : ; 
ries of th, tility to the changes proposed by the bill. But || additional for every excess of two hundred and |} Sec. 11. Stage-coaches, railroad-cars, steam- 
Sin and low, this he considered was always the consequence fifty square inches. 1 boats, packetboats, or other vehicles or vessels, 
of the three of oficial adherence to an established state of Sec.3. All printed or lithographed circulars || prohibited carrying mail matter, except such as 
. His who, things—no doubt arising from an honest disposi- | and hand-bill, or advertisements printed or lith- || may relate to cargoes of said vessels, or articles 
Was to hay tion not to risk what they consider the best inter- | ographed on quarto post or single cap paper, or | conveyed by vehicles; penalty $100; the driver, 
rt a bill of, ests of the Government which they serve. paper not larger than single cap, folded, directed, captain, or conductor, also to forteit $50. 
CCtively: nop Mr. M. then referred to the condition of the | and unsealed, shall be charged with postage at Sec. 12. Owners of such modes of conveyance 
urse, (for hy Post Office Department, when the Post Office || the rate of two cents foreach sheet, and no more, | knowingly allowing persons carrying mail mat- 
100 preven. Committee’s attention was first directed to the || whatever may be the distance the same may be | ter, passage or conveyance, subject to same pen- 
judge durine subject. It was found that the tide of public || sent. Pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, and | alties as carriers of private expresses. 
© COMe in gy opinion had set in so wey against the present || such prirted matter, for each copy, two and a Sec. 13. Persons sending such mail matter un- 
shed the sal, system, that the laws for the protection of the || half cents, not exceeding one ounce in weight, for | lawfully, subject to penalty of 350 for each offense. 
Ot that they interest of the Department became inoperative; || one hundred miles; and five cents for any greater Sec. 14. Foreign ships, steam vessels, &c., 
ut that they private competition was encouraged by the public | distance; one cent additional for each additional | prohibited from transmitting mail matter from one 
OUNE Of ser. yoice; showing that a reform was called for, and || ounce on any distance. ' part of the United States to another, or the per- 
tending the could be no longer deferred. It was impossible || Sec. 4.. The Postmaster General is authorized, | sons in charge knowingly carrying persons so 
ved to refer to let things remain in this condition. || when necessary, in case of too great a mass of | transmitting mail matter unlawfully, penalty for 
‘nchment, Mr. M. proceeded to several calculations and || matter having to be carried by mail, to forward | each offense, $500. 
sh that the statistical statements, witha view of showing that | the letter mail separately for greater speed. Sec. 15. This act not to affect the sixth section 
NY proposi- a radical and material change was inevitable. In || Sec. 5. The twenty-seventh section of the act | of the act of 3d March, 1825, nor prohibit the 
Ire, or from support of this view, he read several passages of 3d March, 1825, and all other acts and parts of || transportation of letters by steamboats as therein 
MMittee on from the Postmaster General’s report, made at the || acts granting the privilege of receiving and trans- | authorized; provided the conditions of said see- 
the Senator commencement of the present session. || mitting free of postage, letters, packets, newspa- || tion are strictly complied with; otherwise the 
0 that com. It being impossible to stand still, the public || pers, periodicals, and all other matters, repealed. || pains and penalties applicable under this act to be 
nN Of his for voice calling unanimously for a revision of the |, Sec. 6. Officers of the Government heretofore |, enforced. [And no postmaster shall receive, to 
>veral Prog. whole subject, for a great reduction of postage, |' having the franking privilege, to keep an account || be conveyed by the mail, any packet which shail 
matter for and for the abolition of the franking privilege, the | of postage touching their office business, which, |, weigh more than three pounds. ] 
assed at the Post Office Committee felt it to be its incumbent | duly verified, shall be allowed them. The deputy Sec. 16. The Postmaster General authorized 
courts, jf duty to report the present bill, with such provi- | postmasters to be allowed the postages on their | to contract with steamboat captains or owners for 
Ler districts sions as were considered best calculated to effect || official business, when verified, [and on the trans- || transmission of the mails on the western or other 
on, he wag all the reforms demanded. || mission of the charged letters as vouchers;] and || waters of the United States for any length of time 
ir salaries, While a large reduction of the rates of postage || to be allowed to transmit, free of postage, all let- || or number of trips, less than the time of contracts 
mitted with was recommended, the committee had, with great || ters and packages in the business of their office, || usually made under existing laws, without pre- 
ral one to anxiety, studied out, and it was expected had at-  indorsing thereon, ‘‘ post office business’’ over | vious advertisement, provided the price of such 
adequately tained, a plan of reduction which would, in prac- |, their signatures respectively; subject, for every || service shall not be greater than the average of 
should be tice, have the effect of yielding sufficient revenue | such indorsement falsely made, to a fine of fifty || previous contracts on the same route. 
d with any for the support of the Department, and at the | dollars. || Sec. 17. That mailable matter and matter prop- 
be just as same time of meeting the wishes of the commu- Sec. 7. The President of the United States, the || erly transmissible by mail shall be deemed letters, 
nity. The object was to adoptalaw which would | Vice President, and all ex-Presidents, the widow | newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, and periodi- 
howine the be so far approved of by the people, that they | of any ex-President, all ex-Vice Presidents, Sec- || cals, in regular series or successive numbers un- 
ese judges, would coéperate in its support. || retaries of State, of the Treasury, of War, and || der the same title, and all other written or printed 
e Necessity Mr. M. then proceeded to a minute review of | of the Navy, the Postmaster General, and Attor- || matter, whereof each copy shall not exceed eight 
the bill, section by section, in detail; merely elab- | ney General, are authorized to frank and receive || ounces, except bank notes sent in packages or 
eported in orating the language of the bill itself. The fol- || letters, packages, newspapers, pamphlets, and || bundles without written letters accompanying 
lary of the lowing republication of the compendium made in | magazines, free of postage. The act authorizing | them: bound books of any kind not included. 
er annum. our report, when the subject was before the Sen- |, the Governors of the several States to ansmitby || Nothing in this act to be construed as prohibiting 
ate last week, will explain sufficiently the provi- | mail certain books and documents to continue in || the transportion otherwise than by mail of such 
ill to-mor. sionsand objects of the bill. The partsin brackets force. The members of Congress, the Delegates || magazines, [newspapers,] pamphlets, periodicals, 
are the amendments reconsidered by the Post of Territories, Secretary of the Senate and Clerk | &c., in parcels for sale, but not for distribution. 
GE. Office Committee, and adopted in Committee of the | of the House of Representatives, authorized to || [Sec. 18. Any person or persons guilty of forg- 
Whole, by the Senate, on the first day of consid- | transmit free of postage, to any post office in the | ing or counterfeiting any stamp or envelope pur- 
special or- eration. United States or Territories, any documents || portingto be under authority of this law, or falsely 
8 in Com- Section 1. Upon every letter notexceeding half printed by either House of Congress. altering or uttering the same, or assisting to do 
vonsidera- an ounce,and conveyed a distance not exceeding Sec. 8. Each member of the Senate and House || so, to be adjudged guilty of felony; and if con- 
to reduce one hundred miles, the postage shall be five cents; of Representatives, and each Delegate from a Ter- | victed by due process of law, to be kept at hard 
1d correct over one hundred miles ten cents. Letters weigh-  ritory, the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk | labor for not less than six months nor more than 
nd for the ing more than half an ounce, and not exceeding | of the House of Representatives, may receive by || five years, and fined not exceeding $5,000.} 
f the Post three fourths of an ounce, double postage; ex- mail, [during any session of Congress,} free of [Sec. 19. The term newspaper used in this oct 
ceeding three fourths of an ounce, and notex- | postage, any letter, newspaper, or packet, not |, to be deemed any printed publication issued in 
ee on the ceeding one ounce, treble postage; and for every exceeding two ounces in weight, from the time | numbers consisting of not more than two sheets, 
ited, con- excess of weight of one fourth of an ounce, five such member or Delegate takes his seat in Con- | and published at short stated intervals of not more 
t commit cents or ten cents additional, according as the gress to the expiration of his term of election or || than one week, conveying intelligence of panng 
d in Com- distance does not, or does, exceed one hundred | termination of his services; and all postages | events, and bona fide extras and supplements o 
os miles, charged upon letters, packages, petititions, me- || such publications. Nothing herein contained to 
ion. The 


{And all drop letters, and letters placed in any = morials, or other matters or things received by | prevent the free exchange of newspapers between 


n of Mr. post office, not for transportation, but for deliv- any Senator, member, or Delegate of the House || the publishers thereof, as provided for under the 
he lowest ery only, shall be charged with postage at the of Representatives, touching his official or legis- || twenty-ninth section of the act of 3d of March, 
| and fifty rateoftwocentseach. And allletters which shall lative duties, by reason of any excess of weight || 1825.) 

hereafter be advertised as remaining over in any above two ounces, to be paid out of the contin- || Mr. M., in continuation of his remarks, stated 
remarks post office, shall, when delivered out, be charged — gent fund. | that the reduction of postage, by this bill, would 
, said he with the costs of advertising the same, in addi- Sec. 9. In lieu of the privilege heretofore al- || be about one half—the average of the old rates for 
prospect tion to the regular postage. ] lowed to members of Congress, of sending to their || single letters being fourteen and a half to fifteen 
e Senate Sec.2, Newspapers notexceeding thirteen hun- constituents, and others, letters and other written || cents, and the average by the proposed rates being 
was the dred and twenty-five square inches, free of postage | or printed communications free of postage through || seven anda half; but, although this reduction was 
d to sub- within the county in which they are printed; and, the mail, each member of Congress, and Delegate | considerable, it was not the confident belief of the 
hundred if sent beyond the county, and not exceeding one | from a Territory, shall be supplied with a num- || Post Office Committee that the effect would be to 
not now hundred miles, half a cent each, and one cent for ber of free stamps or envelopes equal to five per || bring into the mail the mailable matter now sent 
nen had reater distances: Provided, The editors or pub- day for the highest rate of postage on letters not || throughout the country by private hands and pri- 
’ the bill ishers keepa list or register of all papers sent by , exceeding one half ounce in weight tach; from | vate expresses. The average number of letters 
mandgd. mail, noting the day sent, the office in which de- | the day delivered to the commencement of the | sent through the mail now, was from twenty-four 
mory of posited for transmission, and the office sent to;' next annual session of Congress; and in like man- || totwenty-seven million—not one half, it was com- 


> further certifying and returning the same quarterly tothe — ner, from the first day of each session to the first || puted, of the actual correspondence of the coun- 
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try; but, calculating the increase of the corre- 
spondence which cheap rates of postage would 
induce, it was not unreasonable to expect that the 
number of letters under the new rates of postage 
would be at least eighty million. Mr M. referred 
to tH® post office returns of Great Britain to show 
the vast increase of correspondence in the United 
Kingdom under the penny postage system, The 
reduction there was thirteen fourteenths, or from 
fourteen pence to one penny. Here the reduction 
roposed was only one half. With regard to the 
3ritish post office, the very year after the reduc- 
tion of the postage to one penny, the whole ex- 
pense of the department was paid, and a surplus 
was handed over to the national treasury of the 
sum of $2,322,370; showing the splendid result 
of the experiment. 

Mr. M. then read from the Post Office Com- 
mittee’s report the following passages and calcu- 
lations, to show the basis on which the commit- 
tee founded its conclusions that the proposed re- 
duction of postage under this bill would cause an 
increase of Post Office revenue: 


“Tt appears, froin the recent report of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, communicated to the Senate January 18, 1844, (Sen 
ate Document No. 50,) that the number f letters franked or 
received free by postmasters, during the month of October 
last, was 130,744, wiicl, averaged fortwelve mouths, would 
make, during a year, the immense wamber of 1, 8.928; 
and which, if they paid poxtage at the average rate charged 
upon single letiers only, would yield the sum of $222,264 &0. 
The same report also shows that there were franked or re- 
ceived free, by other officers of Government, during the 
same mouth, 85,339 letters, making for the year 1,024,068; 
which would yield, at the same average rate, (suppo-ing 
them all to be single, whereas more than half are believed 
to be usually double or triple,) the sum of $145,076 30. The 
letters franked by members of Congress, during the same 
time, were 18 558 in the month, or 226,696 for the year, and 
would yield, at the same average rate, 331.548 60 =These 
three sume make, together. the amount oF 398.889 70. The 
whole number of chargeable letters, paid and unpaid. which 
pass through the mail in a year, according to the same re 
port, is 24,267,552; which would yield, according to the 
same average rate, $3,437,903 20. Hence it appears that 
above twelve per cent. of what should be the gross revenue 
of the Department from letters only is withheld by the Gov 
ernment, or granted away by it in the form of privilege to 
its officers . thereby adding. in the same proportion, to the 
charge upon the unprivileged correspondents. Or, to illus 
trate it more plainly, the Government, in this way. taxes 
every individual ciizen whose letter postage amounts to 
$1,000 a year, (and there are many who pay much more,) 
$120 pec annum, and all others in the same proportion, for 
this branch of the public service, whether they be poor or 
rich, and noe matter how much they may contribute, in com- 
mon with others, under the revenue laws, to the national 
Treasury. 

“The committee think these things should not be, and in 
them they perceive much cause for the recent mani/esta- 
ttons of dissatisfaction before alluded to. They therefore 
recommend the abolition of th franking privilege, except 
only as regards a very few of the highest officers of the Gov 
ernment, and those citizens who have filled either of the 
two highest officers, to whom public policy or public grati 
tude seems to dictaie its continuance. 


for the faci that the salaries of all the officers employed in 
the General Post Office at Washington are paid out of the 
general Treasury, amounting to the sum of $165,000 an- 
nually; and to this extent, therefore, the Government may 
with justice charge that Department in the shape of privi- 
leged correspondence; and this sum will be sufficient to 
cover, not only the amount which would be chargeable 
upon the correspondence of those to whom it is above rec 
ommended to continue the privilege, but will also cover 
any fair estimate of the modified privileg’ it is wisely pro- 
posed by the bill to continue to the members of Congress, 
and to facilitate that intercourse between their Representa- 
tives and their constituents, which great and leading mo- 
tives of public policy require to be free and frequent. 

“We come now to consider the still more important pro- 
visions of the bill, which propose an average reduction of 
the existing rates of postage by aboutone half. This meas- 
ure, though loudly called for by numerous memorialists, 
(and, to a small extent, justified by the preceding recom 
mendation,) is too important in its consequences to be ven- 
tured upon without the most careful examination of the 
reasons to be urged on both sides. In the first place, it is 
to be remembered that the Government is brought more 
constantly and immediately in contact with a large portion 
of the people by the operations of the Post Office establish- 
ment, than by the exercise of any other of it: powers or 
duties. This is, indeed, the only one of its many high 
functions which, in its performance, is felt and seen by the 
great body of its citizens in their every day business, fee! 
ing, and interest. How desirable, then, that it should il- 


Justrate in its action the true nature of our institutions, and | 


be rendered, as far as practicable, the beneficent dispenser 
of comfort and convenience to all, without burden or vex- 
ation to any? 

* Again: itis to be recollected that a well reguiated Gov 
ernment post is one of the greatest improvements of modern 
times ; and perhaps, when viewed in all its bearings and 
effects upon the social and political conditiun of man, it may 
be regarded as among the most valuable of purely human 
institutions. Who can estimate its utility in preserving and 
promoting harmony and good will between the different 
parts of a great country ; in Keeping ever strong and bright 
the chain of affection which binds together friends and kin- 
dred, by whatever distances they may be separated ; in dif- 


The committee | 
would not perhaps have recommended this exception, but | 


| 


fusing knowledge, in stimulating enterprise and industry, |! 











in advancing religion and morality ; and, in fine, in promo 


ting the ascendency and dominion of mind over matter ? 
An institution so full of good should not be tampered with 
by empiricism, nor have its efficiency endangered by a rest- 
less spirit Of innovation, But there is searcely less of error 
in an opstinate adberence to established 


ractice, and the | 


consequent refusal to modily measures of policy according | 


to changing times and circumstances, than there is in the 
spirit of innovation itself. Both must be guarded against. 
Enough has been said to show the opinion of your commit- 


tee to be, that the rates of postage should be reduced as | 


much as possible, consistently with the preservation of the 
usefulness and efficiency of the Post Office Department, 


| and the support of that Department by contributions levied 


equally upon ail who are served by it, according to the 
amount of service rendered. Can the reduction proposed 
by the bill be made, consistently with these views? -We 


have seen in the outset that something taust be done; that | 
the revenues of the Department are rapidly falling off, and | 
a remedy inust in some way be found for this alarming evil, 


or the very consequences so much dreaded by some, from | 


the reduction of rates proposed, will inevitably ensue, 


namely: a great curtailment of the service, or a heavy | 
charge upon the national Treasury for its necessary ex- | 


penses. It is believed that in consequence of the disfavor 
with which the present rates and other regulations of this 
Department are viewed, and the open violations of the laws 
before adverted to, not more than, if as much as one half 
the correspondence of the country passes through the 
mails; the greater part being carried by private hands, or 
forwarded by means of the recently established private ex - 
presses, whe perform the same service, at much less cost 


to the writers and recipients of letters than the national Post | 
It seems to the committee to be impossible to be- | 


Office. 
heve that there are but about twenty-four or twenty-seven 


millions of letters per year forwarded to distant friends and | 
correspondents in the United States, by a population of | 


about twenty millions of souls; whilst, at the same time, 


there are two hundred and four millions and upwards of | 


letters passing annually through the mails of Great Britain 
and lreland, with a population of only about twenty-seven 
millions of souls. 

** There is surely nothing in the relative condition of the 
two countries, nor in the physical, moral, or intellectual 
condition of their people, which can account for this im- 
mense difference in this epi-tolary correspondence. The 


American people are not less active and enterprising than | 


the inhabitants of Great Britain and Ireland. They inhabit 
a country vastly more extensive, and are themselves, there- 


fore, more dispersed, and separated by greater distances | 


from each other, and have consequently more occasion to 
communicate by letter. They are certainly not less intel- 


ligent, and, it would seem, have a much larger proportion | 


of their whole number capable of letter-writing than there 
isin England! Inthe British Almanac for 184] it is stated 
that ‘it appears, from the second annual report of the Re 

gistrar Geueral, that forty-one out of every hundred per- 
sons married in England and Wales in 1838 and 1839, were 
unable to write their names.’ Now, it appears, from data 
furnished by the United States census for 1840, that there 


Were then in this country, above the age of twenty years, | 


5,892,806 free white persons who could read and write; and 
in Great Britain and treland there were but 7,155,169 who 


could write, as will be seen by a calculation made upon the | 
tact above furnished from the report of their Registrar Gen- | 


eral, and the assumption that the number under twenty 
years of age bear the same proportion to the total popula- 
tion in each country. The calculation is made as to those 


persons only who are over twenty years of age, because it | 


is Only as to those that the necessary data are furnished by 
our census. From this, and the calculations given below, 
it will be seen that, of the whole population of the United 
States, (free negroes and slaves included,) the free whites 
above the age of twenty years, who can read and write, are 
rather more than one third , and, excluding colored people, 
free and bond, they constitute about three sevenths of the 
whofe; whilst in Great Britain and Ireland those above 
the age of twenty years whocan write are alittle more than 
one fourth of the whole number 

‘* We give below a calculation and comparison, coupled 
with an exhibit of the number of letters that would be 
written and sent through the mails of the United States, 
upon the supposition that the inducements and occasions 
for writing Were the same in this couutry as in England : 


Whole population of England, in 1841......... 14,995,508 


Wales, M. Geenceees..| Pe 
“ és Scotland, “ ...cccoss BOsaoo7 
os “ Ireland, Se” awspescts TE 





TAM 5 500 cx0be0 
Of whom, there are under twenty years of age, 
supposing the proportion under that age to be 
the same as in the United States ............ 14,583.654 


Total population over twenty years of age.. 12,127,405 

Of whom, (according to the second annual re- 
port of the Registrar General, as quoted in the 
British Almanac, for 1841, page 105,) there are 
that cannot write, forty-one per cent., or..... 


Total, over twenty years of age, capabie of 
writing 


4,972,236 


7.155.169 








** And these now send and receive by mail, as stated by 
the Postmaster General, in his last annual report to Con- 
gress, annually, two hundred and four million letters, or at 
the rate of twenty eight and one half letters each. 

* The total population of the United States was, by the 
census of 1840, 17,068,666; of whom there were of free 


conan sgshen SNE 


| 


| 
| 
' 
| 


white people, 14,189,842; of these, (the free whites.) the | 


number over the age of twenty years, at that time 
WEB occcccccccccoces seseveese ose 
Of whom, again, the number that could not read 

and write was, at the same time -......5 ...05. 


Showing the number of free white persons in the 
United States, over the age of twenty years, 
and capable of writing, to have been, at that 
time...... 








eds eevee vee 26,442,499 
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549,693 || 
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| believed the correspondence through the mail 
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| a half cents,) would give a gross revenue of §1 


| States. 


| 204,000 ,000 letters annually, or 81.600,000 letters. 


| nual productions of Great Britain and [reland are— 
| From the land.....ccsceccccccecccccecccses £200,000,000 
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« And these, it would seem, from the repor: ora... 
master General, (Senate Document No. oo the 


unpaid,’ free and chargeable, 27,8310: Paid ang 
about four and two thirds letters an” 7 ae af 
* The committee would here ask, can it i 
there is this immense disparity in the epistolary omnite 
ence of the people of these two nations? Noone will tas 
this question affirmatively. snamy 
Now, if the people of the United States be Supposed 
write as many letters as the people of England, in 9) ’ 
tion to the numbers in each country capabie of Writin 
can be induced to use the national post to transmit . 
the number sent in the mail would be 164,998,568. whe 
at the average rate proposed by the bill, (that is, seven — 


2,374,899 
Ulation of 
nce of 


Or, if we make the comparison of the total pop 
each country, and apportion the corresponder 
American people with the correspondence through y 
mails in Great Britain and Ereland, it will stand thus: : 
26,711,059 people in Great Britain and Lreland send by : 
204,000,000 letters, then 17,068,666 people in the Unix 
States would send 130,358,210; which, at the average ~ 
of seven and a half cents each, would yield $9,776,565 . 
** But it may be said that commerce is the great parent of 
letter-writing, and therefore the greater amount of British 
commerce accounts for the great disproportion, with refer 
ence to population, between the correspondence carrieg Pod 
by mail, in Great Britain and Ireland, and in the United 


The report of the Secretary of the T'reasury of the United 
States, to the Twenty-Seventh Congress, at its third 8s. 
sion, (see Senate Document No. 247,) states the Value of 
the imports into the United States in 1842 at..$100,162,9a7 

And the exports of domestic produce : 
BL crvcccccesececs snccsscepece ooQ On OOo oe 

Of foreign produce at......-..eee0+ 11,721,538 

———— 104,691 53% 


Total imports and exports.....+ «+++ +++. $204,853,69) 


——- 


In Spackman’s Statistics of the British Empire, it is state 
that the imports into the United Kingdom for 1841 (those 
for 1842 are not given, but the difference in these years 
is not material for the present purpose) were £64,377,969 

And the exports for the year 1842, of both for- nag 
eign and domestic productions were, as 
stated in the same bOOK...........ceeeee05 44,600,258 


ee 


Total imports and exports in 1842....... £108,987,3 
Which, computing the pound sterling at $4 80, is equal 
to $523,139,136. of which two-fifths is $209 255,654, and 
showing the foreign commerce of the United States to be 
about equal to two fifths of that of the United Kingdom, 
Tried by this test, we should send by mail two fifths of 


Again: It is stated in Spackman’s Statistics that the an- 
POs CURNIUNIOD 0k is bb0ece casceveveces 


From mines and minerals............seeees 
NE EE rer 


173,136,316 
21,155,131 
5,000,000 
£535,291 447 
Which, estimating the pound sterling as before, at $4 8, is 
equal to $2,290 598,944. 

“Ina work recently published, and which is evidently 
prepared with great care and ability, entitled ‘Tucker's 
Progress of the United ‘States,’ it is stated that the annual 
productions of the United States are— 

From agriculture... cccccsscecs cescescceces 004,007,597 


seen 


From Maneiactures. cccccesccccccccseccces SSM 
From commerce smaon esteeceesiiesaess aeeE 
POM MINING ..4. ccc. ccececcecccccccceccces 48,000,41 
NE IID <a cocevaeh cscs vcesbecsccsasun "ae 


Prom floberies...cscvcccessecccccncossescee LLG 


1,063,134,7% 
SUNY GUND WT vs 05505 sévinccecepcanscnns 2 


And We have. .osocvcecoveescsevevensase SOIMBAM 


* Showing the annual production in the United States to be 
very nearly equal to one half of the annual production of 
the United Kingdom. Tried by this test, and the people 
of the United States should send by mail one half of 
204,000,000 letters annually, or 102,000,000. 

‘ The aforegoing exhibits are made not with the view of 
relying upon them either for the number of letters to pass 
through the mails of the United States, nor the revenue de- 
rivable from them, but for the purpose of showing the 
moral certainty of the position assumed by the committee. 
and which led to these calculations, that the 27,831,03% 
Jetters of all sorts, which it is computed are sent by the mail 
in the United States’ annually, do not comprise anything 
like the whole, and the committee think not one half, the 
number of letters to or received from a distance by the peo- 
ple of the United States.” 


Mr. M. said that, although the committee firmly 


would, under the proposed system, be raised to 
eighty-one million, instead of twenty-four or 
twenty-seven million of letters; yet, if the in- 
crease even fell short—if it only reached sixty 
million, there would be sufficient revenue to de- 
fray all the expenses of the Department. He had 
no doubt, himself—the intelligence of the people 
of the United States being compared with that of 
the people of Great Britain, their dispersion over 
a larger territory, their social ties being as strong, 
and their habits being fully considered—that a 
would be found as fond of writing letters; and, 
if they should send as many letters through the 
mails, in proportion to population, as the Brit- 
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did, the correspondence here would I) 


yp toa hundred and twenty ora hundred and 
me P aillion letters; but, even assuming that the 
on r of letters would be only half of that in 
ut Britain, in proportion to population, there 
ond be ample revenue under this bill. He con- 


duded by reading the following extract from the 
committee’s report: 

« [thas been seen that the number of free white persons 

United States above the age of twenty years who can 
ep write is, or rather was in 1840, 5,892,806. 

« Andit has been shown that the num ber of letters posted 
+, Great Britain since the reduction of the rates of postage 
in that COUULTY, and the probable conveyance by mail of 

all the epistolary correspondence, averages, for the 
whole number of persons above twenty years of age who 
read and write, about twenty-eight and a half for each. 

«{tbas been further shown by every comparison which 

be made between the people of this country and those 
of Great Britain and Ireland, thut unless there be some la- 
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" - — 
| fore the Committee on Public Expenditures, in 
| relation to the Florida war, it struck him asa 
| singular transaction, which needed some expla- 
| nation or investigation, When the resolution was 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 29,1844. 


The Journal having been read, : 
Mr. DROMGOOLE (by the unanimous con- 


| objected to, he mo > susp > rul in 
; sent of the House) called the attention of the os »he moved to suspend the rules, 


| on that occasion by an honorable gentleman from 
|, Ohio, (Mr. Wetter,] and the statement in the 
' Globe under the editorial head, with the view of 


rent cause for greater disparity on the part of the people of || 


United States in epistolary correspondence, than in 
saything else, there should be posted in the United States, 
if the same proportion of the whole correspondence could 


be brought into the mail, as it is in England, not less than | 


1,600,000 letters, and by most of the comparisons many 


e has also been argued, and is with great confidence 
asserted, that not more than half of the letters written and 
sent t0, OF received from a distance, by the people of the 
United States, are now conveyed by mail ; and it is, there- 
fore, deemed safe to set down the whole number of letters 
go sent or received at not less than 60,000,000—those now 

sted, of all sorts, being very nearly 30,000,000, and indeed 
quite that number, if the extra size and weight of three 


pillions of franked letters is taken into the account. And | 


that nearly all these letters will come for conveyance to the 
United States mail, when the bill under consideration shall 
have become a law, has before been argued, and will not, 
it is believed, be seriously questioned. 

From all which it is interred that the number of letters 
which will be posted in the United States, if the bill in 
question should pass, cannot be Jess than at the average 
rate of tentor each white person over the age of twenty 


years, and capable of writing, (which is about one third the | 


average number in England for the same description of 
persons,) OF about 58,928,860. 


«The committee therefore think they can safely make | 


the following estimate of the revenues of the Post Office 
Department for the fiscal year to commence on the Ist day 
of July, 1844, should the bill under consideration become a 
jaw,without suffering any material alterations in its progress 
through the two Houses of Congress : 


From letter postage on 60,000,000 letters, at the average || 
eee e eee ee 4,500,000 | 


rate of 7} cents........ 


From newspapers and pamphlets, &c.......... 350,000 | 
From postage On drop letters.....- .ceeeeseeeees 20,000 
From miscellaneous receipts arising from surplus 
commissions and box-rents, &C......ceeeeeee 20,000 
POOR TROR oes cewsccccescccccccveccccessccese 500 
Pr eTr err Ter orerrr rr TT Terrre 4,890,500 


The total revenues of the past year, as stated by 


the Postmaster General, were.......sseeeeeee 4,275,925 | 





Excess over year ending June 30, 1843...... 


“Or if, as stated by the Postmaster General, in his annual 
report, the sum of $4,500,000 be annually required, the above 
estimate will still leave a surplus of $390,500.” 


Mr. PHELPS observed that this was a bill of 
great importance, and should receive due time and 
deliberation on its consideration; and, the hour 
being late, he would suggest the propriety of 
passing it over informally. 


made, he would offer a few amendments, not now 
to be acted upon, but that they might be printed 
before the bill came up again. 

The first was to strike out the latter part of the 
seventh section, relating to the franking privilege 
of the officers and members of both Bouse of 
Congress. 

_The second was to strike out the whole of the 
eighth and ninth sections, and substitute the fol- 
lowing: 


Sec. 8. The President and Secretary of the Senate, and 
the Speaker and Clerk of the House of Representatives, may 


$514,575 | 





receive through the mail, free of postage, during any session | 


of Congress, an y petitions, memorials, or other documents, 
Written or printed, addressed to Congress, or to either House 
thereof, or relating to the business of Congress, or of either 
llouse thereof, or of any committee of either House of Con- 
gress,and directed to be laid before Congress, or before 
either House thereof, or before any committee of either 


House.” 
The bill was then passed over informally. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
On motion, it was agreed that when the Senate 
adjourn, it be to Monday next. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. BARROW, the Senate then 


Went into executive session, and soon after ad- 
Journed. 


|| ifest misapprehension. 


| WELLER: 


3 , ; et ee | order to receive the resolution; and remarked that 
House to the report, in the Globe of the 27th in- | perhaps the conduct of the major general in the 
Porida campaign was to be investigated; and if 
so, the movement was a very singular one. His 
eee New York, [Mr. Cuintron,] who had 
: 1: || moved the resolution, immediately rose and cor- 
tion. It had been adopted, and he was willing ||... : eas 
toawaitthe reply of the Ricmtere of War. What | ™ a ; ane ae bre at ees ae 
he particularly desired to bring to the notice of | os 5 neEe fi He theest ing oe ce = d He 
the House was the report of the remarks made | cole Ro dik aa: eatin Bee ee tec 
| had no intention to cast any imputations upon 
| the conduct ofthe commander-in-chief, or the 
adjutant general; for all he knew of the facts he 
gathered from the resolution. He thought it was 
due to the House that the matter should be in- 
vestigated, and he still thought so. 
Mr. ADAMS said he wished to take this op- 
| portunity of saying that he voted for the resolu- 
' tion yesterday with great reluctance. He voted 


stant, of the proceedings in reference to the reso- 
lution adopted concerning the conduct of Major 
General Scott. He did not purpose to say one 
word about the contents or merits of that resolu- 


obtaining an explanation and correction of a man- 
He then read the fol- 
lowing, purporting to be the remarks of Mr. 


“The witness, while he was such witness, received no- 
tice from the major general to report himself at another 


| post, while the committee before which the witness was || for it because he was favorable to the inquiry, 


| that major general in the Florida war.”? 


| the editorial head in the Globe: 


until Ist July, 1837. 
|| becomes necessary to remove the inference thata || he, upon a consultation with the committee, was 


| which, from his position, he could have no personal 


| to correct misapprehensions which may produce 


|| House, and correct the misreport of his remarks, 


| the impression that he was now under arraignment 
| before a committee of this House on account of 


Mr. WRIGHT said, before that motion was | 


called was engaged in an investigation of the conduct of || and there being an immediate ca!l for the previous 
|, question,he was precluded from offering an amend- 
ment, by which what he considered an unneces- 
sary and improper imputation might be stricken 
“The motion was to adopt a resolution calling for in- || out. The implication that Lieutenant Bragg had 
formation in relation to the arrest or removal of an officer || been induced to go away for fear of incurring the 
Pthe United State » while he . wee . ; = c s . 
of the United States Army, while he was being examined displeasure of General Scott, in case he gave evi- 
by a committee of the House of Representatives respecting bef ' pa j d 
the conduct of the major general of the army in the Florida dence before the committee, was a gratuitous an 


war, whereby the purpose and object of the inquiry would | unjust imputation, without having any evidence 
be defeated.” to rest upon 


Now, he had not understood, from any state- Mr. CLINTON rose to explain the reason 
ments or remarks made by the honorable gentle- || why the resolution referred to was offered by him 
man from Ohio, or by any other member, that || to the House; and stated that it was not founded 
the Committee on Public Expenditures had un- || solely upon an attendance of Lieutenant Bragg 
dertaken to investigate the conduct of the com- || before the Committee on Public Expenditures, of 
manding general in the Florida war. And, cer- |) which Mr. C.is chairman. That committee has 
tainly, it was impossible, in the nature of things, | under examination before them, by a reference 
that Lieutenant Bragg could be called on to tes- | of this House made in the early part of the session, 
tify in regard to General Scott’s conduct in Flor- | the expenditures of a naval expedition to the 
ida. That general, he believed, had had command | coast of Florida, under the command of Lieuten- 
of the forces in Florida for about forty days inthe | ant McLaughlin; and having been informed that 
year 1836. Lieutenant Bragg was, ashe learned, | Lieutenant Bragg had served a long time in the 
acadet at the Military Academy at West Point | Florida war, (which he ascertained to be the fact 


An explanation, therefore, | froma personal interview with Lieutenant Bragg,) 


He also read the following, appearing under 


committee of this House had andertaken, without 
the instruction of the House, and without notice 
to the general implicated, to supervise and inves- 
tigate his official conduct in 1836. The commit- 
tee, he supposed, had assumed no such jurisdic- 
tion, and had not undertaken any such investiga- 
tion. He believed that the conduct of Scott and 
others had been investigated by a proper tribunal 
organized for that special object. It was due to 
Lieutenant Bragg to remove the inference that he 
had become a witness touching occurrences of 


‘directed by them to summon Lieutenant Bragg 
as a witness before them, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving from him geographical, topographical, 
and other information respecting that country, 

| which the committee deemed essential to facilitate 
their inquiries. That he, in pursuance of such 

| direction and authority, made out a summons for 
Lieutenant Bragg, but did not have the same then 
served upon him, because the committee had not 
arrived at a point where they wished the inform- 
ation they expected to obtain from him. He, 
however, informed Lieutenant Bragg of his hav- 
| ing been directed to summon him, and imparted 
the information they expected to obtain from 
him, requesting him not to leave the city with- 
out letting him know, with which request he 
promised to comply. 
Mr. C., repeated that the information expected 
to be received from Lieutenant Bragg had no ref- 
erence to any expenditures of any Army expe- 


knowledge. It was due to General Scott to remove 


his official conduct in Florida in 1836. It was due 
alike to all concerned, as well members as others, 


prejudice in the public mind, and thus cause in- 
justice. He was satisfied that there had been no 
intention to produce the misapprehensions and | dition, or any grade or officer of the Army. But 
injustice to which he alluded. He could not || he had been informed by members of this House 
oo that his friend from Ohio [Mr. Wetter] on the Committee of Retrenchment, that Lieu- 

ould cheerfully explain what occurred in the | tenant Bragg was in attendance before them while 
the reduction of the pay of the Army was under 
and the misapprehension of the Globe. He would || their consideration. Many members of this 
have referred to this matter yesterday; but when || House knew there was a great stir made by offi- 
his attention had been first arrested by looking | cers of the Army upon that subject. He had 
into the Globe, the House had gone into the Com- | understood, from members of that committee, 
| mittee of the Whole, and his friend from Ohio || that they had under consideration the ee 
| (Mr. Wetter] was in the chair. On the rising || of the pay or compensation of staff and line offi- 
of the committee, the House adjourned so quickly || cers of the Army. It was at this time Lieutenant 





that he had no opportunity of referring to the || Bragg called upon him, and informed him that he 
subject. '| had received another order from the commander- 
Mr. WELLER said as he had been called on || in-chief, directing him forthwith to return to his 

by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Dnom-'| post, and showed him the order. This order, 
GOOLE] to explain what he had said on yesterday, | upon its face, showed that it was founded upon 
he had no hesitation in repeating his remarks. || a supposition that Lieutenant Bragg wes here, 
He had no information upon the subject alluded i in attendance upon Congress, to represent the 
to, except what he derived from the .resolution || particular interests of his regiment or grade. Mr. 
when it was read at the bar. When he discov- || C. then showed Lieutenant Bragg a summons 
ered that Lieutenant Bragg, who was here on an || that had sometime before been made for him, and 
| unexpired furlough, had been peremptorily or- || requested him to admit service of it, stating that 
| dered by the major general to his post, after it || he would write to the adjutant general, informing 


was known that he was desired as a witness be- || him that his attendance was required before the 
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Committee on Public Expenditures, and for what 
urpose. This was done; and, immediately after 
r. C. had been informed of the arrest of Lieu- 
tenant Bragg, he prepared and offered the reso- 
lution beforementioned, which wee the 
part considered by some objectionable) had ref- 
erence to Lieutenant Bragg’s attendance on the 
Committee on Retrenchment, and information 
which he there had given, or might give. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved that the rules be 
suspended, in order to go into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CLINCH inquired whether the papers 
referred to by the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Cumron] had been received by the Speak- 
er? If so, he desired that they gight be read. 
General Scott was ready to meet his enemies, 
either in or out of the House. He had met them 
out of the House, and was prepared to meet them 
in it. His friends opposed the resolution on 
principle; not because they thought his character 
would be endangered by an investigation. 

The SPEAKER replied that he believed the 
papers had not been sent down. 
— the table but one communication from the 

ar Department, and that did not relate to this 
subject. 

Mr. VANCE said he believed a motion had 
been made to suspend the rules to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 
The SPEAKER observed that the business 


first in order was a motion made by the gentle- 
man from Ohio (Mr. Scuenck] yesterday, to sus- 
pend the rules in order to take up the resolution 
fixing the day of adjournment. 

Mr. DICKINSON called for the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether that res- 
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| by striking out five thousand and inserting ‘* one || lic Lands, reported bills of the following 


olution did not stand in the regular order of busi- | 


ness upon the Speaker’s table ? 

The SPEAKER replied affirmatively. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he saw no reason why 
it should be singled out. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 80, nays 64, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
Bidlack, Brengle, Milton Brown, Willian J. Brown, Bur- 
fington, Cary, Carroll, Clinch, Clingman, Collamer, Crans- 


ton, Cullom, Dana, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Deilet, Dickey, || 


Dickinson, Dunlap, Ellis, Ficklin, Foot, Byram Green, 
Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Hubbell, Hudson, Hughes, 
Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Perley 
B. Johnson,John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, 
Labranche, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, 
Moseley, Nes, Newton, Norris, Parmenter, Patterson, Pey 

ton, David 8. Reid, Reding, Ritter, Rockwell, Rovers, Rus 

sell, Sample, Schenck, Senter, David L. Seymour, Slidell, 
Caleb B. Smith. Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Jolin Stewart, 
Strong, Summers, Tilden, ‘'yier, Vance, Vanmeter, Vin 

ton, Wethered, Wheaton, White, and Joseph A. Wrigtt— 
80 


NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Benton, James A. Black, 
Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Burt, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, 
Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Drom 

oole, Farlee, French, Hale, Haralson, Herrick, Houston, 
lubard, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Jotmson, Andrew 
Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, Lucas, Lumpkin, MeCausien, Ma- 
clay, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, Me Dowell, 
Joseph Morris, Owen, Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Pur- 
dy, Relte, Rheu, Roberts, Robinson, Saunders, Thomas H. 
Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stiles, 
Stone, Sykes, Thompson, Tibbaus, Weller, Wentworth, 
Williams, and Woodward—64. 


Two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

The SPEAKER said that the first business in 
order was reports from committees, which were 
lying over under the rules. 

STATISTICS. 


The resolution from the committee on statistics, 


thousand to be restored to the chairman of the | 
committee.”? 


This amendment having been agreed to, the 
resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


ILLEGAL TREASURY NOTES. 
The House then took up the resolution to print 


| ten thousand extra copies of the report of the | 


| Committee of Ways and Means, and the letter 


| of the Secretary of the Treasury accompanying 


the joint resolution on the subject of Treasury | 


| notes. 


He observed || 


Mr. McCLERNAND called for the previous 
question; which being seconded, and the main 
question ordered, the main question on the adop- 
tion of the resolution was taken by yeas and 
nays, and carried—yeas 89, nays 67; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Benton, Bidlack, James A. | 


Biack, Bower, Bowlin, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Wil- 
liam J. Brown, Burke, Caldwell, Cary, Catlin, Chappell, 
Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Dana, Damel, Darragh, Richard D. 
Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, 
Farlee, Ficklin, French, Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Har- 
alsen, Herrick, Hoge, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, 
Hungertord, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, 
Cave Jonson, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Kirkpat- 
rick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, McUausien, 
Maclay, McClelland. McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, 
Jo-eph Morris, Norris. Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Emery D. 
Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, 
Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, St. John, Saunders, David L. 
Seymour, Slidell, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stiles, Stone, 
Strong, Sykes, Thompson, ‘Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth, 
Williams, Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright—89. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, | 

Barnard, Blackwell, Brengle, Milton Brown, Buffington, 
Burt, Carroll, Clinch, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, Cul- 
lom. Garrett Davis, Deberry. Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, | 


Foot, Giddings, Willis Green, Hardin, Hudson, Washington || 


Hunt, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. 
King. Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Mose- 
ley, Nes, Newton, Patterson, Pettit,Peyton. Ramsey, Rock- 
well, Rodney, Rogers, Russell, Sample, Schenck, Senter, | 
Severance. Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Thom- 


| as Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Spence. Andrew Stewart, John 


the Whole House. 


Stewart, Summers, Tilden, Tyler. Vanmeter, Vinton, Weth- 
ered, Wheaton, White, and Winthrop—67. 


PAY OF NAVY OFFICERS. 


On motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, two thou- 
sand extra copies of the report presented yester- 
daw from the Committee on Retrenchment, on 
the subject of a reduction of the pay of the offi- 
cers of the Navy, were ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FBOM COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER announced the next business 
to be the call of committees for reports. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee of Claims, | 
made a report upon the petition of Drucilla Gie- 
sey, widow of Valentine Giesey, accompanied by | 
a bill for her relief; which was read twice, and 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. T. SMITH, from the same committee, 
made a report upon the petitron of Lund Wash- 
ington, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read twice,and committed toa Committee of | 


On motion of Mr. VANCE, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged | 


from the consideration of the petition of John Anderson and || 


Jesse Anderson, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on Com- || 


merce, reported bills with the following titles, ac- 


|, companied by a report in each case; whick were | 


' severally read twice, and committed to a Com- 


to print five thousand extra copies of the report |, 


of that committee was taken up. 

Mr. COBB explained, as an additional reason 
for printing the extra copies, that one thousand 
of them which had been ordered by the chairman 


of the committee on his private account, had been | 


received at the House, and by mistake distrib- 
uted among the members. Mr. C. added thatthe 


report was a very able and interesting one, dis- | 


playing great labor and research, and contained 
the most valuable information, which would be 
very acceptable to the people. 

Mr. SAUNDERS moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 


mittee of the Whole House: 
A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of | 
the schooner Privado; 
A bill for the relief of the acting owner and | 
crew of the fishing schooner Two Brothers; 
A bill for the relief of John H. Russell and | 
others; and 
A bill for the relief of the owner and crew of | 
the schooner Dove. 
Mr. KING, of New York, from the Commit- | 
tee on Commerce, made an adverse report upon | 
the petition of Benjamin Evans; which was laid | 
on the table. 
Mr. K., from the same committee, made a re- 
port upon the subject of the appointment of an 
assistant collector at Brooklyn, in New York, 
accompanied by a bill to provide for the appoint. | 
ment of an assistant collector at Brooklyn, in the 
district of New York; which was read twice, 








and committed to the Committee of the Whole | 


Mr. SAMPLE moved to amend the resolution | 


on the state of the Union. — 
Mr. JAMESON, from the Committee on Pub- 


| which were severally read a first oa 
| time, and committed toa Committee of the What 
ie 


House: 


| A bill for the relief of Francis Y 
<a ost and Joh 


; ; : 

; A bill grating to the Territory of Wisconsin 

| a certain tract of land, for the benefit of the to 

| of Fair Play, in caid Territory; and wa 
A bill granting a section of land fo 

| provement of Grina river, at the town 

| : . . 

in Wisconsin Territory. 


| 
| On motion of Mr. JAMESON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands bea 
charged from the further consideration of the eaeineie 
from the Legislature of Lowa, relative to preemption riche 
and that it be committed to a Committee of the Wi its, 
| House. hole 


On motion of Mr. JAMESON, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be di 
| charged from the consideration of the petition of Citizens 
| of Huron, Ohio, for the distribution of the public lands to 
| non -treeholders ; and of William Shaler and Zebulon Parr 
| for aid in boring for salt; and that the said petitions do lie 
| On the table. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis 
charged from the consideration of the petition for the re 
| meval of the surveyor general’s office from Cincinnati to 
Lawrenceburg, Indiana; and that the said petition do lie 

| on the table. 


| 
| Mr. HUBARD, from the Committee on Public 


r the im. 
of Potosi, 


| Lands, to which the subject was referred by reso- 
| lution of the House of the 15th of January last 

reported a bill to amend the act entitled “ An act 
| granting to the counties or parishes of each State 
| and Territory of the United States, in which the 
| public lands are situated, the right of preémption 
| to quarter sections of land for seats of justice 
| within the same,” approved 26th ———., ]994. 
| which bill was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. 
| Mr. McCLELLAND gave notice that, on 
| Thursday next, he should call up the bill for the 
improvement of the western waters. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of John Pat- 


terson for indemnity for the amount of a judgment against 
him as marshal. 


Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill amend- 
ing the laws relating to the Post Office Depart- 
ment ; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to which was referred the joint 
resolution directing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay over certain sums of money under the 
Cherokee treaty, made an unfavorable report 
thereon. 

Ordered, That the said resolution be committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HUGHES, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of Har- 
vey Heth, made a report thereon in writing; 
| which was referred to a Committee of the Whole 


| House. 

Mr. MARSH, from the same committee, made 
a report upon the petition of Philip B. Holmes 
/and William Pedrich, accompanied by a bill for 
| their relief; which was referred to a Committee 
| of the Whole House. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of Levi H. Parish; which report was 

| ordered to lie on the table. 

| Mr. SIMPSON, from the same committee, made 
| an adverse report upon the subject of dry-docks 
at Philadelphia and Kittery. 





| Mr. BARRINGER, from a minority of the 


| same committee, made a report in favor of a dry- 


dock at Philadelphia. 

a said reports were ordered to lie upon the 
table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, made a report upon the pe- 
tition of Alice Upshur, accompanied by a bill for 
her relief; which bill was read twice, and referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House. z 

Mr. TILDEN, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the benefit of John 
Perham; which bill was read twice, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House. 
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On motion of Mr. PRATT, it was a plan of allowances for these articles, and en- | 
That the Committee on Public Buildings be dis- deavor to frame a bill to regulate them by law. || 
Order*-om the further consideration of the case of James |! Hitherto it had been thought better to leave this || 
q. schnell, and that it do lie on the table. || subject to the discretion of the Secretary of War, |, 
Mr WENTWORTH, from the Committee on | inasmuch as an officer stationed at the North || 
rritories, reported the following: \| would consume more fuel than one stationed at | 
eh That the Secretary of War be requested tocom- || the South. So it was in regard to the article of || 
ieate to this House all the information in the possession || quarters, the cost of them being greater in one || 
wo phical department with reference to the im- || Hortion of the country thanin another. So faras || 
of a harbor in the Territory of Wisconsin, at Ma- || fi ea . : 
portance vad also the cost of the same, whether from Gov- || his examinations ha extended, he was satisfied i 
- that it would be premature to fasten any system || 


of the 
pee officers or otherwise. \| 
Mr. HUNGERFORD then renewed his motion || on the country which subsequent information | 
t the House go into the Committee of the | might show to be an injurious one. If we suc- | 
Whole on the state of the Union. || ceed in carrying through this bill we shall effect || 
Mr. A. JOHNSON desired the gentleman to | 4n annual saving of upwards of half a million; | 
hdraw that motion for a moment, to allow || and this, too, would not be the only advantage | 


wi to submit a report from the Committee of | gained, for a reform would be effected in other | 
bien particulars, which would add greatly to the effi- || 








Ca SPEAKER remarked that the morning | ciency of the Army. He was for trying the ex- 
hour had expired. || periment, and he felt great confidence that it would | 


The question was taken on the motion to sus- || work well. 
pend the rules, and decided in the affirmative. || Mh sh B. then proceeded to call the attention of || 
|| the committee to the reduction of the pay of the 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. enlisted men from eight to six dollars a month; || 
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~ Mr. WENTWORTH be 


|| which gave them precedence, 


The House then resolved itself into the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || 
and resumed the consideration of the bill making || 
appropriations for the support of the Army for || 
the fiscal year commencing on the first day of || 
July, 1844, and ending on the thirtieth day of | 
June, 1845, the question pending being upon the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Davis] to abolish the office of major-general. | 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, was entitled | 
to the floor, but not being, at the moment, in his | 

al, 
53 DAVIS, of Indiane, rose to make a few | 
observations in explanation of the reasons which || 
influenced him in offering the amendment. It was | 
not his intention to disparage, in the slightest || 
degree, the present incumbent, or to say anything || 
in relation to the acts of that gentleman. i| 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, having re- || 
turned to his seat, then addressed the committee. || 
Reform, to be effectual, must be general, and gov- || 
erned by principles of justice and moderation; and |, 
his anxious desire, in approaching this subject, | 
was, while making reforms of essential import- | 








and said that this was one dollar a month more 
than the soldiers’ pay before the war of 1812, and 
after the war, on the organization of the peace 
establishment. Besides, should a war break out, | 


A473 


ed of the gentleman 
from Kentucky to withdene bis motion, as there 
was an understanding among the western mem- 
bers that the bill should be taken up early next 
week. On Monday next, he would be pleased to 
codperate with his friend from Kentucky; but, at 
present, he must vote against him, as his friend 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. A. H. Reap, who had 
an important hand in framing that bill, was now 
absent, and was daily expected to return; and the 
understanding was, when he left, that the bill 
should not be hurried on in his absence. 

_Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, withdrew his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, said his object in pro- 
posing his ame@dment was to place the Army as 
it was during the last war, They had then sev- 
eral major generals, who were not all equal in 
command, for they ranked according to the date 
of their commissions, or some other circumstance 
He wished to re- 
lieve the Treasury from the payment of a major 


'| general for sitting in his parlor here, and dictat- 


ing to Congress what it should do. His object 


|| was to get rid of the office; and he had said noth- 
| ing in disparagement of the officer. 
| wish to see an officer 


He did not 
uartered here on the coun- 
try, filching from the Ronenry some eight thou- 
sand dollars per annum, when he was worse than 


| as the duties they had to perform were not more | 


it would be necessary to raise the pay of the sol- | 
dies, and the reduction now oe enable them || useless. He called upon the House to do its duty 
to do so without being under the necessity of | in this matter. He commented on the professions 
giving extravagant pay. In reference to the pay || of economy and retrenchment which they heard 
of the non-commissioned officers, though it was || there, and said, notwithstanding those profes- 
reduced, it Was considerably more than the hardy || sions, when a disposition was shown to carry 
yeomanry of the country could earn at the plow, || them out, the cry was, ** this is not the time;”’ or 
notwithstanding their comparatively light service, || ‘‘ that is not the place;’’ or ** retrenchment there 
and the allowance of rations and clothing and || is out of order.’’ He appealed to the House to 
medical attendance. The committee had equal- || show that they meant reform when they talked 
ized the pay of the soldiers in the dragoon, artil- || about reform. They had been told that they could 
lery, and infantry; for they saw no reason why || not get along without a head for the Army; but 
the dragoons should get more pay than the others, || how did they get along during the war? Had 
they any one man then placed above the rest? 
onerous than those of the infantry and artillery. || And if they got along in time of war without one 
Mr. B. in conclusion, expressed his objections to || man being placed above the rest by virtue of any 
the amendment of the gentleman from Indianato || special enactment, why could they not get along 
abolish the office of major general, as, in fact, | in time of peace? The gentleman from Ohio had 
there were fewer field officers than a regular or- || told them, if they passed this amendment, they 
ganization of the peace establishment would re- | would reflect personally on General Scott; but he 


ance, notto run into any extreme. The committee, | A regular organization for our present || 
inentering upon the investigation of the subject, || force would require two major generals and four | 
found that it was within the power of the Presi- || brigadier generals, whereas there was now but | 
dent of the United States, of the Secretary of || one major general and two brigadier generals. —_| 
War, and of the commanding general, to ex- || Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, observed that he had | 
ercise a Very great range of discretion in regard | no personal objections to the major general, and 
to the emoluments of the chief officers of the || nofeelingsof malevolence towards him to gratify; | 
Army. This the committee had attempted to || but his sole design, in offering his amendment, | 
correct. Their object was to place the matter | was to promote the public good. He saw no | 
upon such a footing that the pay of those officers || earthly use for the office, as it was now conducted, || 
should hereafter be by stated salaries, and not by || and could not consent/‘to paying this gentleman || 
emoluments and perquisites; the allowance of || $8,000 a year for living here in Washington, for || 
which seemed to have arisen from the misfortune || what purpose he could not imagine. If the major || 
of the monthly pay being too low. _ general was doing duty with the Army, or com- | 
The reform, to be efficient, ought to be general; || manding some military division, he should not | 
and therefore the committee had determined upon || object; but he must express his disapprobation 
adopting the strict salary system, in opposition || of his being placed here as the military adviser of | 
tothe system which had heretofore been followed. || the Secretary of War, as some gentlemen sug- | 
He knew that it was the wish of many highly | gested. Mr. D. referred to the differences as to | 
respectable officers of the Army to be placed in | relative rank which had formerly existed between | 
thisrespect above suspicion. The salary system, || Generals Scott and Gaines, and said he could not 
ina time of peace, was peculiarly the proper sys- || understand how the latter, whose date of service | 


tem; and in time of war, with a moderate increase, || was long prior to that of the former, should have || 


would do very well, he was convinced. When || been placed under him. By abolishing the office 
war came, it would be proper to allow to the offi- || of major general, there would be three brigadier | 


quire. should like to know by what system of logic the 
gentleman could make thatappear. He, however, 
wished no pensions to be paid under the head of 
pay; if pensions were to be given, let them be 
given as pensions. He would ask the gentleman 
from Ohio what he thought of the reflection en 
General Jackson when he was legislated out of 
the Army? Was that a personal reflection? Nor 
was this a personal reflection on General Scott. 
He entertained as high a regard for General Scott 
as the gentleman from Ohio; but he also hada 
great regard for the interests of the country. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he had a very few 
remarks to make in reply to the gentleman from 
Indiana; he did not propose to touch at all on any 


|| question of difference between General Gaines 


and General Scott, or their services to the coun- 
try. Norshould he inquire into the propriety of 
| the rank of General Scott; for the fact was, that 
| the proper authority of this country had conferred 
on him the office he held, and that was sufficient 
to induce him to respect General Scott as an offi- 
cer of the rank to which he had been raised. 
There was no comparison between this case and 
that of General Jackson; in the latter case, there 





cers rations for themselves and their servants, and || generals left in the service, and the difficulty as 
forage for their horses. This would be an in- || to rank would be done away with. 

crease of pay to a colonel of $500 a year, and to | 
other officers in like proportion, and admirably | barrassed by amendments, for such a course would 

adapted to war service. On the return of peace, || tend to jeopard it. 

these allowances could be taken away, and the || Mr. DEAN was opposed to any amendment, 

pay reduced to the rates fixed by this bill. He || or any act of legislation, which would reflect per- 

would, however, urge on the House, and espe- |, sonally on General Scott. If any man had added | 
cially on those who were anxious for reform, the | glory to his country, it was General Scott, who 


/ was a reduction of the Army, some of whom 


|| must necessarily be disbanded; but here there 
Mr. HALE hoped this bill would not be em- || 


was no proposition to legislate General Scott out 
| of the Army, because of a superabundance of 
| officers high in rank, but to degrade him from the 
| rank which he holds. If gentlemen desired that 
| the office should be abolished, let them provide 
| prospectively for its abolishment; and not degrade 
' an honorable and high-minded officer, and drive 


Propriety of stopping at a point which would | had distinguished himself for his bravery and his | him from the service. What did the gentleman 
elect a great and essential improvement. Letus || gallantry in the field of battle. Chippewa, Bridge- | mean when he talked of money being filched from 
hot attempt too much at once, but rather submit | water,and Lundy’s Lane, spoke his glory. But, || the Treasury, as applied to that officer? Did the 
to the country a plan so plain and so clear that || if reforms were necessary, let them be made; and || gentleman mean to say that General Scott had 
every citizen oni understand it; and if, upon | he believed the Army could be so reformed as to || received money to which he was not lawfully en- 
¢Xamination, it should be found that too much || meet the approbation of the American people; || titled ? ‘ 4 
had been done here, and too little there, a future || but, while he went for reforms, he would not aid || Mr DAVIS, of Indiana, said he had spoken 
Congress could am+nd it. There wasone branch || to destroy; he would not strike at the war-worn | with reference to the office only; and not with 
of expenditure which the committee had refrained | veterans of the country. || veference to the gentleman who at present filled 
from touching, and that was the subject of quar- || Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, moved to lay aside || the office. ; 

the Army bill, and take up the bill for the im-|| Mr. DROMGOOLE continued. There was no 


ters and fuel; but, at the next session of Con- | 
gress, he should call on the Secretary of War for || provement of western harbors and rivers. | imputation, then, upon General Scott. The gen- 
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tleman admitted that he only received what the 
law gave him; and because, in the estimation of | 
the gentleman, the law gave him too much pay, | 
he called it filching from the Treasury. How 
was it filching from the Treasury? It was paid | 
in obedience to the law of Congress. It was Con- 
gress, then, which filched from the Treasury. 
He would not detain the committee, for he could 
not believe for a moment that the amendment | 
would be adopted. 

Mr. HALE desired to say a word or two in 
regard to the course which he should take, and in 
reply to the gentleman from Indiana. It seemed 
to him that it did not require an excess of that 
candor which should exist in every human breast, 
to admit that the course which h@thought it ne- | 
cessary to pursue was not dictated by a desire to 
withhold his aid in the reform of any abuse. He | 
would take this occasion to say to the gentleman, | 
that, so far from this being the case, he had not | 
yet intimated to the House one iota of the reform | 
which, if an opportunity should be afforded him, 
he intended to introduce. [A laugh.] He would 
begin by abolishing the whole system of .courts- 
martial, which were nothing ss than a most | 
odious relic of barbarism. He would elevate the 
civil power, and bring the Army and Navy down. 
He would do something tovards elevating the 
condition of the common soldier; he would level | 
upwards as well asdown. It was for this reason 
that he would not ingraft this amendment upon 
the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS said he felt called upon to say a | 
very few words upon this amendment, for which 
he could not vote, not only on the ground which 
had already been set forth by other members, but | 
also on one ground which had not been noticed. | 
The gentleman who moved the amendment had 
assumed that the office of commander-in-chief 
was unnecessary; but he presumed that if the 
gentleman was called upon to produce proofs in 
support of that position, he would find some dif- 
ficulty in doing it. If the gentleman were to apply 
to the President of the United States for his opin- | 
ion upon the point, he would not find him willing | 
to declare that the office was useless. This he | 
would find to be true, not only in reference to the | 
present President, but every one from Mr. Mon- | 
roe down to the present. When the Army was | 
reduced, in 182], General Jackson was legislated | 
out of office, because he was one of two major | 
generals; but it was never thought that there | 
should be none. 

| 





He thought it would be rather precipitate ac- 
tion on the part of the House to determine upon 
the mere opinions of one or two gentlemen here, 
that the office of major general was useless. With | 
respect to the effect it would have on the present 
incumbent, he felt bound to say that he thought | 
it would be an ill return for his great services, | 
both in time of war and in time of peace. As | 
far as related to the pay and compensation of the | 
Army, he thought cooky he should feel bound | 
to vote in favor of the report of the committee on | 
retrenchment; and he would do so in considera- | 
tion of the public interest, and not because his 
feelings would prompt such diminution of pay; 
and with respect to General Scout, he could say | 
that he received not one dollar more than he de- | 
served from his country. i 





Mr. HARALSON said it was with reluctance || 
that he detained the committee with any remarks, | 
as he knew they were anxious to take the vote | 
‘upon the amendment which had been proposed; | 
but he felt it to be his duty to do so, for he was | 
apprehensive that theamendment would be incor- | 
porated in the bill. He had none of those feel- 
ings in regard to Generals Scott and Gaines which | 
some gentlemen appeared to have. Those gen- | 
tlemen had shown themselves gallant on every 
occasion when the country required their ser- | 
vices; and he would not detract from their weli- | 
merited reputation. He hoped that gentlemen | 
would not suffer their opinions to be influenced 
lightly on this subject. It was as necessary that 
there should be a head officer of the Army as that 
there should be a head officer in any department 
of the Government. But it was objected to be- 
cause the officer resided at the city of Washing- 
ton; and because, as gentlemen seemed to sup- 
pose, the office was a sinecure. He begged to 
dissent from this opinion. He thought Wash- 
ington Was tne most suitable place for the resi- | 
dence of the commander of the Army, that he | 


|| Congress. 
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might have read 

of the Union. The time had never been when 
that officer refused to go in person to any quarter 
of the country where his services were required. 
He hoped gentlemen would consider well before 
they consented to abolish an office which was so 
necessary as that of Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL observed that it was 
owing to the gallantry and achievements of Gen- 
eral Scott that they were now enabled to sit there 
in safety to legislate him out of office. He flat- 
tered himself that there was no danger of this 
proposition being adopted; but he would entreat 
those gentlemen who were disposed to favor it to 
bear in mind what the country owed to this dis- 
tinguished officer. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Davis, of Indiana; and it was rejected. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, then offered an amend- 
ment to reduce the pay of the major general from 
$350 a month to $250. 

This amendment was also rejected. 

The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
bill by sections; but was interrupted at line nine- 
ty-three by 

Mr. COLES, who inquired if an amendment 
to the first section would be in order? 

The CHAIRMAN answered in the negative. 

Mr. COLES said he was constrained to make 
some remarks at this stage of the bill. He was 
as much in favor of economy and retrenchment 
as any member of the House; but he doubted 
whether any efficiént reform would be effected in 
the manner proposed. He was satisfied that this 
bill, if passed, would share the fate of many 
others, and be repealed at the next session of 


made to regulate the pay of the officers of the 
Army by fixed salaries; but they had always 


| failed. 


Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, begged leave 
to explain that the system of salaries had been 
tried, and with success. The paymaster gene- 
raland surgeon general of the Army were sala- 
ried officers, and had been so for years. 

Mr. COLES said he granted that these two 
cases presented an argument apparently in favor 
of the principle, but they were wholly different 


from the rest of the Army; they were at the head | 
of bureaus here in Washington, and not situated | 


as other officers were. He was satisfied that the 
plan proposed in the bill was impracticable, and 


would, if adopted, be repealed if found not to |: 


work well. r. C. also expressed his objec- 
tions to the bill, that it would create inequalities 
in the compensation of officers. He would prefer 
postponing the bill till more information was had 
on the subject; and, with this view, moved that 
the committee rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Messrs. BLACK, of South Carolina, and 
COLES severally explained. 

Mr. BIDLACK made some observations, and 
the first section was then passed, and the commit- 
tee proceeded to the consideration of those that 
succeeded, in which some verbal corrections were 


made, on the suggestion of Mr. Brack, of South | 


Carolina. 

Some other amendments were proposed, and 
negatived. 

Mr. T. SMITH proposed to add a proviso to 
the end of the twelfth section, providing that 
nothing therein contained should be so construed 
as to prevent promotions in the Army. 


Mr. HALE deemed the proviso unnecessary. | 


The CHAIRMAN put the question; but there 
was no quorum voting. 
Tellers were called for and ordered. 


Messrs. Kennepy, of Maryland, and T. Smita 
were appointed; and, after having counted the || 


votes, they reported—ayes 75, noes 40. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. COLES moved to amend, by adding to the 
fourteenth section the following: 


And that all Jaws regulating or authorizing the appoint- 
ment of forage and wagon-masters be, and the same are 
hereby, repealed. 


The amendment was adopted. 
_Mr. C. also moved to amend the fifteenth sec- 
tion by adding: 

That hereafter no professor shall be appointed except 
from the Army. 


Messrs. CLINTON, and BLACK of South 


communication with all parts \| Carolina, op 


Many attempts had heretofore been | 





sed the amendment. It 

| opposed by Mr. ADAMS. He said he 
the appointing power ought to have th 

| range of civil life to choose from, and th 

| of privileged order ought not to be set u 

| fining it to the Army. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The committee rose, and reported that they hag 


was also 
though 
© whok 
AL A sort 
P by Con. 


| come to no resolution; and 
The House adjourned. 





The following petitions presented to-day we 
the reporters by the embers presenting them 
By Mr. LABRANCHE: The petition of citizens Of the 


re handed tp 
parishes of Natchitoches and Sabine, State of Louisiana, 
| 


| 
. 
i 


for the construction of a military road between the tow, 

Natchitoches and the river Sabine; which was referred 

the Committee on Roads and Canals. o 
Also, the petition of citizens of the parish of St, Ma 


State of Louisiana, remonstrating against the remoyaj of 


3 Which 


the custom-house from Franklin to Patersonville 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
By Mr. HOGE: The petition of William J. Ph 





+ elps 
forty-six others, citizens of Mercer county, in the State of 


| 
[linois, praying Congress to grant a section of land for schoo} 
purposes, in lieu of section sixteen, in township Number 
fifteen north, range three west, of the fourth principal me. 
ridian; which was referred to the Committee on Publi 
| Lands. 7 
|| By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of D. W. Nobie ang 
|, two hundred and nineteen others, citizens of Montgome 
| county, Ohio, praying fora reduction of the pay and mileage 
| of members of Congress; which was referred to the Select 
| Committee on Retrenchment. 
|| By Mr. HUNT, of New York: The petition of citizens 
|| of Niagara county, New York, for an amendment of the 
|| naturalization laws. 
Also, the petition of one hundred and twenty citizens, for 
\| improving the barracks of the soldiers at Fort Niagara. 
|| By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of John C. Lessig, 
|| Charles Storen, and numerous others, citizens of Schuyl- 
\\ kill county, Pennsylvania; the petition of James Bantam, 
N. M. Wilson, and sixty-five others, of the same place; 
| the petition of Thomas Williams, Samuel Stephene Xe, 
| forty others, of the same place; the petition of Jolin Sims 
| Francis Conner, and others, of the same place ; all pro- 
| testing against any interference with the tariff of 1842. 
| By Mr. KING, of New York: The petition of Charles 
| Dagan and others, for a law granting a pension to Mary 
|| Seger, widow of Peter Seger, a revolutionary soldier; 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
}| sions. 
| By Mr. BLACKWELL: The petition of William Hogs- 
|| head and one hundred and twenty six others, praying that 
' the company of Captain John B. Crozier, volunteers called 
out by the Governor of Tennessee, in compliance witha 
requisition of the President of the United States, in 183, 
be allowed pay for their services at the same rate others 
were paid. 
By Mr. BUFFINGTON : The petition of Mott Wilkin. 
son, of Indiana county, Pennsylvania, a revolutionary sol- 
dier for an increase of his pension. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
{| Satvurpay, March 29, 1844. 


i 
|| Mr. ROBERTS, by leave, presented a resolu- 
| tion of the Legislature of the State of Missis- 
| sippi, instructing the Senators and requesting the 
| Representatives from said State in the Congress 
of the United States to use exertions to have the 

price of public lands in that State reduced; which 
} was referred to the Committee of the While on 
| the state of the Union. 


1] EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
|| The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 


|, executive communications: 
| A letter from the Secretary of State, transmit- 
ting an abstract of returns of collectors of cus- 
toms, pursuant to the act of May, 1796, for the 
| relief and protection of American seamen, show- 
| ing the number of registered seamen in each port 
| of entry in the United States, made agreeably to 
| the act of 2d May, 1799; which letter and ab- 
|| stract were laid upon the table. 
|, A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
‘transmitting a report from the Register of the 
Treasury, showing the quantity and value of un- 
| manufactured wool imported during the years 
|| 1840, 1841, 1842, and 1843; which letter and re- 
| port were ordered to lie on the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report, &c., in relation to the claims 
| of the heirs of the late Jean Baptiste Macarty; 
' 
| 
| 


| which was referred to the Committee on Pfivate 
_ Land Claims. ; 

| A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
relation to the public lands in the States of Ohio, 
| Indiana, Illinois, Missouri,Alabama, Mississipp!, 
Louisiana, Michigan, and Arkansas; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

|| The following letter from the Secretary of War, 
‘| transmitting copies of all papers and correspond- 
lence in his Department relating to Lieutenant 
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ton Brage: 
oF was laid on the table. 
War Department, March 28, 1844. 
sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a 
resotation, adopted yesterday by the House of Representa- 
directing me to ** report an order or letter sent by the 
wre nt general to Lieutenant Braxton Bragg, of the Uni- 
ees Army,on or about the 20th day of March instant, 
ued © xo requiring from this Department certain informa- 
r reference to that order, and the arrest of Lieutenant 
ton! as well as the subsequent proceedings taken against 
iollicer by the commanding general of the Army. 
{n compliance with the callthus made upon me, I trans- 
is herewith copies of all the papers on file in this Depart- 
= :whieh relate to the several branches of the above reso- 
aie and upon which I am directed to furnish information. | 
a the 18th or 19th instant, the commanding general laid 
before me the proceedings of a meeting of the officers of 
rhe (Qurth regiment of artillery, held at Fort Monroe on the 
nth instant, for the purpose * of taking into consideration 
ye propriety of sending a delegate to Washington to attend 
their interests.” Notwithstanding the officers of this regi- 
ment had concluded it was inexpedient to send a delegate | 
1p Washington, my attention was, at the same time, called 
to the probability that other regiments might have deputed 
geht delegations. In the remarks indorsed on those pro- | 
ceedings, dated the 19th instant, this Department intended 
1p convey its sense of the impropriety of the practice of || 
oficers of the Army organizing themselves for the purpose 
of discussing military regulations, or measures before Con- | 
4s, and agitating the question of sending officers from | 
ineir posts and duties to attend as delegates at the seat of || 
Government, and at the same time to mark with its most 
decided censure any case in which this organization had |) 
actually led to the appointing and sending of such delegates. 
The course to be pursued in carrying these intentions into 
effect were, however, left to the discretion and judgment 
of the commanding general. On my application to this 
officer, he has just informed me that the ** supposition”? of 
Lieatenant Bragg being a delegate was predicated upon 
facts which casually came to his Knowledge, but through 
no distinctly Official source, and which, he thinks, have 
been fully sustained and corroborated by the conduct and 
jetterof Lieutenant Bragg himself. Placing full reliance in 
the miliary experience and sagacity of the commanding 
peral, the course he has pursued in this case for main- 
jaining subordination and discipline, received and carries 
with it my full approbation. So profound was his regard 
for the privileges of the House of Representatives, and so | 
cautious Was he that nb military order emanating from the | 
adjutant general’s office should even interfere with the per- 
sual Wishes Or convenience of gentlemen of that body, that || 
in he order of the 20th instant tor the return, forthwith, of | 
Liewtenant Bragg to his duties, it is expressly provided not 
to take effect it Lieutenant Bragg should ** be under the | 
summons of a committee of Congress, or under examina- | 
tion by some such committee.”? 
I beg leave to express the belief that the accompanying | 
papers will show to the House that Lieutenant Bragg was | 
not arrested for remaining in Washington when in attend- | 
ance before a committee of the House. He was not arrested | 
until after the time he had himself reported that he would | 
be discharged from attendance on the committee ; nor was | 
he ordered to leave Washington before the time he had also \| 
himself appointed for his departure. 
fam somewhat embarrassed as to the manner in which | 
[shall notice the last clause of the resolution. It requires || 
me to inform the House ** whether the proceedings against | 
Lieutenant Bragg were not induced by the fears or suspi- | 
cions of the major general commanding in chief, of inform- | 
ation said Lieutenant Bragg was supposed to be imparting | 
to committees or members of the House.”’ | 
The avowed causes for the arrest will be seen in the | 
om and specifications preferred against Lieutenant | 











j 
| 
‘ 


| 


ragg. 

Ihave no knowledge whatever of the existence or influ- 
ence of any such fears or suspicions. My knowledge of the | 
high and honorable character, and gallant and faithful ser- | 
vices to his country of the commanding general of the 
Army, would promptly forbid my entertaining for a mo- | 
meat, the slightest suspicion of his being actuated by mo- | 
tives so unworthy, and so totally incompatible with the | 
tenor of his whole military life. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM WILKINS, Secretary of War. 
Hon. Jonn W. Jones, 


of the United States Army ; which || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


(Indorsement of the Secretary of War on the foregoing 
letter.) - 
War Department, March 19, 1844. 

Sir: “ The rights and interests of the service” will al- 
ways find ample security in the attention of the President, 
of yourself, and of the head of this Department. However | 
proper may have been the “ unanimous conviction” of the 
officers of the 4th artillery, expressed as within, at their 
meeting, yet | cannot approve any measures adopted by the 
officers of the Army for the purpose of sending delegates 
to Washington city to attend Congress, either for the pur- 
pose of “ warding off or promoting any particular action 
touching their organization. Sometimes the personal at- | 
tendance of officers from a distance may be required by the 
Department to communicate necessary and important in- 
formation. In such cases, orders through you will justify | 
their presence. | 
If any officers of the Army are now here in the capacity 


| 


| of delegates, you will please to order them to return to their 


duties. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WILKINS, 
Secretary of War. 


; 
| 
j 
| 


| Major General Scott, Commanding the Army. 


ApsuTantT GENERAL’s Office, 


WasuinotTon, March 20, 1844. || 
Sir: On the supposition that you are in this city asa del- || 


egate, formally or informally deputed, to represent the in- 
terests of your regiment or grade, in connection with meas- 
ures before Congress, or expected to be brought forward in 
that honorable body, the general-in-chief has received the 
instructions of the Executive, through the War Department, 
to order you forthwith to return to your post or duties, un- 
less, indeed, you should be under the summons of a com- 
mittee of Congress, or under an examination by some such | 
committee. 

If the above supposition be incorrect, you will report the 
fact for consideration at general headquarters. 

{ aim, sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
First Lieutenant Braxton Brage, 
Third Artillery, Washington City. 


WasuHinoron, 20th March, 1844. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 20th instant, calling for || 


certain supposed tacts connected with my presence in this 
city, [ have the honor to inclose you a copy of an order 
granting me a leave of absence, which has not yet expired ; 
and also to inform you that I had intended leaving here on 
the morning of the 22d for my post, unless detained by some 
unforeseen occurrence. 

I take great pleasure in stating that [ shall never fail, 
either here or elsewhere, to sustain, to the utmost of my 
abilities, what I conceive to be the interests of my regiment 
and grade ; and I must acknowledge the honor done me in 
supposing [ am the delegated organ of either. 

As I am in doubt as to the intention of your letter, please 
inform me whether I am to consider it as an order to rejoin 


my post. 
I am, sir, &c., BRAX’N BRAGG, 
First Lieutenant Third Artillery. 
To General R. Jones, Adjutant General United States 
Army. 


[Copy of order inclosed in Lieutenant Bragg’s letter of 
March 20, 1844.) 
Special Orders, No. 7. 
Heapquarrers, Erantu Miuirary DePaRTMENT, 
Fort Movvrrie, 8. C., February 29, 1844. 
Leave of absence for thirty days, from March 1, is granted 
to Firet Lieutenant B. Bragg, Third Artillery; at the expi- 
ration of which he will rejoin his company. 
By order of Brigadier General Armstead : 
W. A. BROWNE, 
Lieutenant Third Artillery, A. A. 4. G. 
Wasnuineoton City, March 21, 1844. 
Str: T have the honor to inform you that, in obedience 


of Representatives has this day served 9n me a summons 


Expenditures.”? 


must now request your instructions, the order of the exec- 





Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Fort Monrog, Va., March 7, 1844. | 
Generat: Ata meeting of the officers of the fourth regi- | 
ment of artillery held at this post, for the purpose of taking | 
into consideration the propriety of sending a delegate to | 
Washington to attend to their interests, the undersigned, 


their committee, were directed to express the unanimous | [Copy of the summons served upon Lieutenant Bragg by | 


conviction of the officers of the fourth artillery present, | 
“thatin the Commander-in-Chief of the Army they already | 
possessed the best of delegates, one who had always shown | 


himself ready to defend the rights, and promote the best in- || 


terests of the service ; that they are fully satisfied that no | 
efforts will be spared to ward off the threatened attack | 
against the organization of the corps to which they belong, | 
and that they will thankfully receive any suggestion which | 


may deem proper to offer for their future guidance on || 


utive having terminated my leave. 

| Lam, sir, most respectiully, 

BRAX’N BRAGG, 

| First Lieutenant Third Artillery. 
General R. Jones, 

Adjutant General United States Army. 


| the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representatives, 
| referred to in his letter of March 21, 1844.) 


| 
Hovse or RerresentTaTives, 
Wasutneton, March 21, 1844. 
Sir: You are hereby required to summon Lieutenant 
| Braxton Bragg, of the United States artillery, to appear and 
| testify before the Committee of the said House on Public 


| 


a \j ™ By der of the committee 
: , | order he commit 
an Pareto we + S RELTON. most obe JAMES G. CLINTON, Chairman. 


Major, 4th Artillery. | 
JOHN MONROE, 
Brevet Major, 4th Artillery. 
HARVEY BROWN, 


ALEX. E. SHIRAS, 
First Lieutenant, 4th Artillery. 
GEO. W. RAINS, 
Second Lieutenant, 4th Artillery, 
To Major General Wixrie.y Scott, 
Commander-in- Chief United States Army. 


Brevet Major, 4th Artillery. 
| 
| 
} 


Sergeant-at-Arms House of Representatives. 


Hovse or Representatives, 


| To Newron Lane, Esq., 
Wasuincton, March 21, 1844. 
i 
| 
| 
i 


to the inclosed order, the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House | 
to attend as a witness before the ** Committee on Public | 


Upon a reconsideration of your letter of yesterday, I had | 
determined to leave this city as soon as practicable, and || 


Expenditures, on Friday, the 22d instant, at nine o’clock, || 


Str: In several conversations with Lieutenant James || 

; Duncan, of the United States artillery. commenced at my \| fail to report, as required by said letter 
| own instance, from my knowledge of his having served in || present in the said city as “a delegate, f 
the Florida war, | became convinced that his testimony 
| would be material in a matter referred by the House to the 
Committee on Public Expenditures, and mentioned to Mr. 
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Duncan that the committee would wish to avail themselves 
of some knowledge he could impart. This morning, Mr. 
| Duncan informs me that he has received a letter from you, 
| Which he construes as an order to return to his post, predi- 
cated upon a supposition that he was in the city upon some 
business relating to the Army considered improper. Some 
time since, I was directed by the committee to have Lieu- 
tenant Duncan, and also Lieutenant Braxton Bragg, [sum~- 
mnee) relative to some matters connected with an expedi- 
| tion in Florida, and not at all connected with any grade of 
| officers in the Army; and only delayed having the subpe- 
| nas served because the committee had not arrived at a 
| point where their testimony would come in place. 


i] I write you this note to explain why the subpenas are 


| served so lately as to-day upon those gentlemen, and to re- 
quest that vou will exonerate them from any improper in- 
| terference in Army matters, so far as the knowledge of our 
committee extends. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' JAS. G. CLINTON, 
Chairman Com. on Pub, Exp. H. I. 


| General R. Jones, Adjutant General U. S. A. 


ApsutTant Generat’s Orrice, 
| Wasninoton, March 2, 1844, 
Sir: In reply to your report of yesterday's date, the gen- 
eral-in-chief directs that, as soon as your attendance on the 
| committee of Congress, before which you have been sum- 
moned to appear, shall be dispensed with, you will report 
the fact, and await further instructions from this office. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, 4ddjutant General. 


| To First Lieutenant Braxton Braco, 
Third Artillery, Washington. 


Wasuineton City, March 25, 1844, 
Sir: Having been informed by the chairman of the 
“Committee on Public Expenditures,” that | may consider 
myself as discharged from further attendance on said com- 
mittee, from and after to-morrow morning, I have the honor 
| 


|| to report for orders, in obedience to instructions from your 
|| Office. Iam anxious to rejoin my company, and desire te 
leave here on the morning of the 27th. 

Iam, sir, &c., BRAX’N BRAGG, 


First Lieuténant Third Artillery, 
| General R. Jones, Adjutant General U. S. A. 


ADJUTANT GENERAL’sS OrFice, 
Wasuineton, March 26, 1844. 
Sir: Tam directed by Major General Scott, command- 
ing the Army, to say to you, that from the receipt of this 
note, you will consider yourself in arrest, and that by the 
train of cars hence for Baltimore, to morrow morning, you 
will proceed, without delay, via that city and the Chesa- 
peake bay, to Fort Monroe. On your arrival there, you 
will report yourself as in arrest, limited to the United States 
grounds, and wait for the general court-martial, to be early 
| appointed for your trial on certain charges which will be 
| preferred against you. 
I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant, 
RK. JONES, Adjutant General. 
| Lieutenant Braxton Braga, 
Second Artillery, Washington, D. C. 


| Nore.—You will please make a written acknowledg- 


|! ment of this letter as soon as it is received. 
i? 
| 
Wasutnerton City, March 26, 1844, 
| Four o’clock, p. m. 
Sir: Your letter of this date has just been received ; and 
I have the honor to inform you that I shall proceed in obe- 
|| dience to your instructions, 
| 


| Lam, sir, very respectfully, 


BRAX’N BRAGG, 
First Lieutenant, Third Artillery. 
|' General R. Jones, Adjutant General United States Army, 
'| Washington city. 


|| Charges against First Lieutenant B. Bragg, Third 4r- 
tillery. 

Cuaree Fixst.—Disobedience of orders, [Ninth article 
of war.] . 
| Specirication. In this : that he, First Lieutenant Brax- 
| ton Bragg, of the United States third regiment of artillery, 
|, having, at or about three o’clock, p. m., on the 20th of 
March, 1844, received, at Washington, D.C., the follow- 
ing letter from the adjutant general of the Army—viz : 


ApsuTant GeneRav’s Orrice, 
| Wasuinoton, March 20, 1844. 
|| Sime: On the supposition that you are in this city, asa 
|| delegate, formally or informally deputed to represent the in- 
terests of your regiment or grade, in connecuion with meas- 
| ures before Congress, or expected to be Mrought forward 
in that honorable body, the generalin-chief has received 
|| the instructions of the Executive, through the War Depart- 
|} ment, to order you forthwith to return to your post or da- 
| ties, unless, indeed, you should be under the summons of 
| a committee of Congress, or under an examination by some 
such committee. 
If the above supposition be incorrect, you will report the 
|| fact for consideration at general headquarters. 
\| Lam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
| To First 


Lieutenant Braxton BRAGG, — 
Third Artillery, Washington City. 


—Yet the said Lieutenant Bragg did fail to obey the in- 
| structions and orders contained in the foregoing lettier— 
| that is, did fail to leave tie said city forthwith the same 
evening or early next morning, or, in default thereof, did 
that he was not 
‘ormally or inform- 
{| ally deputed to represent the interests of his regiment or 
iI grade,”’ or to report that he was under an examination by 
i some committee of Congress, or under a summons witha 


j 
‘ 
} 
| 
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view to such an examination; one or other of which acts 
he, the said Lieutenant Bragg, was bound to do under the 
requirements of said letter. 





; 3 | 
Cuaree seconp.—Behaving with contempt and disre- 
spect towards his commanding officers. [Sixth article of 


war. 

orn iricaTion.—In this: that the said First Lieutenant 
B. Bragg, in reply to the instructions contained in the letter, 
set forth under the first or preceding charge, from the adju- 
tant general of the Army, did write and send the following 
letter : 

Wasuinoton Crry, 20th March, 1844. 
Sin: In reply to your letter of the 20th instant, calling 


for certain supposed facts connected with my presence in | 
this city, I have the honor to inclose you a copy of an or- | 
der granting me a leave of absence, which has not yet ex- | 


ired, and also to inform you that I had intended leaving 
= on the morning of the 22d for my post, unless detained 
by some unforeseen occurrence. 

I take great pleasure in stating that I shall never fail, 
either here or elsewhere, to sustain, to the utmost of my 
abilities, what I conceive to be the interests of my regiment 
and grade, and [ must acknowledge the honor done me in 
supposing that I am the delegated organ of either. 

As | am in doubt as to the intention of your letter, please 
inform me whether [ aim to consider it as an order to rejoin 
my post. 7 

Lam, sir, &c., BRAX’N BRAGG, 
First Lieutenant Third Artillery. 
To General R. Jones, 

Adjutant General United States Army. 
—Which letter, taken in connection with that to which it 
replies, is, in its whole tenor, and particularly in its second 
and third paragraphs, highly disrespectful and contemptu- 
ous towards the 
commanding general of the Army, his, the said Lieutenant 
Bragg’s commanding officers, and in whose name the said 
letter from the adjutant geueral, set forth under the first or 


preceding charge, bad been written and delivered to the 
said Lieutenant Bragg. 


By command of the general-in-chief, 

S.C. RIDGELY, 
First Lieutenant Fourth Artillery, Judge Advocate. 

March 27, 1854. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a report relating to a plan and estimate fora 
light-house at the mouth of Genesee river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

A letter from the Postmaster General, in an- 
swer to a resolution of the House of the 5th in- 
stant, as to what steps have been taken to prevent 
and punish the infractions of the laws of the Uni- 
ted States prohibiting the establishment of private 
mails or posts for the transmission of letters and 
packets; which was laid upon the table. 


A letter from the Postmaster General, transmit- | 


ting estimates for the service of the Post Office 
Department for the year commencing July 1, 1844; 


which letter and estimates were referred to the | 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


A message from the President of the United | 


States: 
To the House of Representatives : 


I submit for the consideration of Congress the accompa- 
nying communication from A. Pageot, Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary ad interim of the King of the French, upon the sub- 


ject of the tonnage duties levied on French vessels coming | 


into the ports of the United States from the Islands of St. 


Pierre and Miquelon, and proposing to place our commer- || 


cial intercourse with those islands upon the same footing 
as now exists with the Islands of Martinique and Guada 
lupe, as regulated by the act of 9th May, 1828, and of the 
13th of July, 1832. JOHN TYLER. 


DRY-DOCK AT PHILADELPHIA. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, offered the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the report of the majority of the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, adverse to a dry-dock at Philadelphia, 
made on the 28th ultimo, be recommitted to said commit- 
tee, with instructions to report a bill making an appropria- 
tion for a dry-dock at that port. 


Its reception being objected to, 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, moved a sus- 
pension of the rules, and called for the yeas and 


nays; which were ordered; and being taken, re- 


sulted—yeas 56, nays 93; as follows: 
YEAS—Messts. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 


Bidiack, James Black, Milton Brown, Buffington, Carroll, | 


Chineh, Clingman, Collamer, Darragh, Garrett Davis, De- 
berry, Pellet, Foster, Giddings, Willis Green, Hardin, Har- 
per, Eudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph %. Ingersoll, Perley B. Johnson, Daniel P. King, 
Mclivai..2, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes, Pat- 
terson, Peyton, Kamsey, Charlies M. Reid, Rockwell, Rod- 
ney, Rogers, Sample, Senter, Severance, Caleb B. Smith, 
Spence, Summers, Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tier, 
Vanee, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, White, and Win- 
throp—56. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Benton, James A. Black, 
Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Wil 
liam J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Campbell, Catlin, Reuben 
Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman. Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, 
Coles, Cranston, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
Joba W. Davis, Dean, Dromgoole, Duulap, Ellis, Farlee, 
Ficklin, French. Byrain Green, Hale. Hamlin, Haralson, 
Herrick, Hopkins, ouston, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, 
James B. Haut, Jameson. Cave Jolinson, Andrew Johnson, 
Andrew Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, 


|| Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen, Maclay, McClel- | ond it might be said 


President of the United States and the || 





|| land, McConnell, McDowell, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, 


David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe. Roberts, Robinson, Russell, 


Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour. David L. Seymour, Si- | 
mons, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, John Stewart, | 


Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Weller, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, Woodward, and Joseph 
A. Wright—93. 


So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


suspended for the purpose of going into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. 


Mr. HOLMES inquired of the Speaker if this 


was not private bill day, under the rules of the | 


House? 


The SPEAKER replied that it was, after the | 


expiration of the morning hour. 


On the motion to suspend the rules, the yeas || & 


and nays were demanded, and ordered. 
The question was taken, and resulted—yeas 
|| 87, nays 66. 
| So the rules were suspended; and the House 
|| resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wetter in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
| to regulate the pay of the Army, and for other 
|| purposes. 

The sixteenth section being read, 

Mr. COLES submitted an amendment, to in- 
sert after the word ‘‘that,’’ in the second line, 
the following words: 

When any staff officer obtains equal rank in the line, by 
promotion with his staff commission, he shall vacate the 
| latter, and join his regiment or corps. 

On this proposition a discussion ensued, in 
which Messrs. COLES, and BLACK of South 
Carolina, took part; when the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. BIDLACK submitted an amendment, pro- 
viding that paymasters in the Army shall have 
the same rank and pay as quartermasters. 

After some conversation between Messrs. BID- 
LACK, HAMMETT, BLACK of South Caro- 
lina, and CLINCH, the amendment was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. PETTIT moved to strike out the seven- 
teenth section, as follows: 


| 

||  ** And be it further enacted, Thata chaplain shall receive 
| 
| 


| $600 per annum.”’ 


|| For which he proposed to substitute the words: 
|| That no money shall be paid out of the Treasury of the 
|| United States to any chaplain or chaplains. 

|| He said he did not wish to injure the feelings 
|| of any one, but it was as proper that this, as any 
| : . . 

other section of this bill, should undergo an ex- 
| amination, that they might ascertain whether the 


were incompatible with our institutions, for if 


they were, they should be stricken out. He did 
| not propose to denounce, in any terms, either 
| measured or unmeasured, the Christian religion; 
but he wished to inquire into the propriety of this 
| expenditure of money by this Government. He 
| held in his hand a letter from the Secretary of the 


| Treasury, of a late date, showing the amount | 


| paid yearly by this Government for chaplains in 
| the Army, in the Navy, and in the two Houses 
_ of Congress; and thatamount, whenstated, might 
| be astonishing to all who remembered that they 
|| were forbidden to make any law for the estab- 
|| lishment of religion; or to do anything tending to 

that object, by the paramount law of this land. 
The amount paid for religious purposes by a Gov- 
ernment forbidden to interfere in such matters, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


asked that they should take a dollar a month from 
the wages of the poor hardy sailor, should come 
to an examination of this item of unconstitutional 
expenditure. But it wasa question also affecting 
the toleration of religion in this land, and the pro- 
priety of taking from one class of Christians to 
teach the religion of another denomination. What 
was the Christian religion? Was it such an in- 
stitution as it was proper to encourage under our 
form of government? 


does it teach, and to what does it tend? Would 
it imbue our soldiers and our sailors with cour- 
age and energy and vigilance? The Jewish law 
. required an eyeforan eye, and a tooth fora tooth; 
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| priety perhaps in employing i 
Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, | we P ploying Jewish captains 


Mr. HUNGERFORD moved that the rules be | 











| expect to carry his proposition. He had listened 
| to that gentleman’s remarks with some attention, 








was $35,331 99; and gentlemen who avowed | 
themselves rigid advocates of retrenchment, who | 














Ss 


there might be some Pro. 


and 


armies; but the Christian religion, if he knew 


anything about it, taught an humble and en, 
submission to every species of indignity, Th 
very founder of that religion himself submitted 
to every species of indignity; he was spit y - 
buffeted, and, in derision, crowned with Os 
and yet there was not a follower of the meek at 
lowly Savior that would say he had not Powe 
to prevent the indignity or to punish jt. Hi, 
teaching, as well as hig example, instilled the 
same lesson of humility and endurance of wrone, 
for he taught that, though an eye had been y.. 
quired for an eye, his disciples were to rende, 
good for evil. If they were struck on the one 
cheek, they were to turn the other also; if a may 
took their coat, they were to give their cloak like. 
wise; and if they were asked to goa mile, the 
were to go twain. Such was the Christian r¢\;. 

ion; and was it such a religion as should be 
instilled into our Army and our Navy? Our cap. 
tains and commanders should be much more fitted 
for the thunders of Sinai than for the teachings 
of the babe of Bethlehem. And what was the 
duty of our naval chaplains? It was to instil 
into our sailors the spirit of the Christian relj. 
gion. And what would be the consequence of 
such a system? Instead of our sailors and gol- 
diers being fired with zeal and energy and de. 
termination, they would be schooled into submis. 
sion. ‘ 

But, further, this system was but the entering 
wedge to the establishment of a governmental 
religion; and he could tell the House that the 

eople were jealous of this exercise of power, 

e spoke of the abuse of religion by the Roman 
emperors, and monarchs of a later period to sub- 
jugate the people, and the more effectually to con- 
trol them; and on this ground he objected to an 
admixture of religious and civil establishments; 
but he was understood to say, that, if there must 
be such teachings in our Army and Navy, it 
would be cheaper, and more economical, to print 
and stereotype a number of sermons, books of 
hymns, and a liturgy, wherewith to supply our 
captains and commanders, to be by them read at 
proper periods. He was, however, not so blind 
as not to know that he should not carry his prop- 
osition, but he should have been recreant to his 
duty if he had not made it. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, was glad to 
know that the gentleman from Indiana did not 


in the expectation of hearing from him something 
substantial in favor of it, but he had been disap- 
pointed. The question of cheapness and of econ: 
omy which the gentleman had made it assume, 
when a question of morality and moral discipline 
was at stake, was not to be entertained atall. If 
any body of men should be brought under the 
influence of religion, and should be admonished 
of their responsibilities here and hereafter, it was 
those of our Army and Navy. He went on at 
some length to speak in opposition to the amend- 
ment. [Cries of ‘* Question !’"} 

Mr. HOLMES wasaware gentlemen had called 
‘*the question,’’ and he was equally as certain 
that the amendment could not be adopted; but he 
would inquire if it was too solemn a form of ex- 
préssion to use, to say that he thanked his God 
that there was no chance, in an assembly of gen- 
tlemen, in this enlightened age of civilization, and 
this era of Christianity, for the adoption of such 
a proposition? The proposition itself would strike 
the people of this country—he cared not to what 
party or what sect they belonged—with dismay. 

He then proceeded to show that even the an- 
cients, who were notenlightened by Christianity, 
were accustomed to soften the ferocities of war 
by religion; and then adverted to the period of 
modern history, when religion was deemed de- 





| structive of energy—a period which he hoped 
| was not here foreshadowed by this resolution. 


He alluded to the French revolution. — 
But the gentleman actually based his proposi- 


|| tion upon the sentiment that the Christian reli- 
What were the funda- | 


mental principles of the Christian religion? What || 


gion is destructive of everything that is high and 
ennobling in man. It was neither true in senu- 


| ment nor in fact. The.doctrine inculcated by the 


Christian religion was, that in all the encounters 
which must necessarily occur in the career of iife 
on the battle-field and elsewhere, the least possi- 
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; should be inflicted in order to the at- 
of a specific good. What did history 
> Did it show that men were less able to 
unter difficulties in the camp or field, because 

they were in the habit of unbosoming their 
thoughts to God? Were men less able in the days 
| 

| 

| 





enco 


of the Puritans to contend for liberty? Were 
they less victorious? He hoped it would ever be 
the case, that they who wielded the sword in 
fighting the battles of their country, would be in- 
gpired from above with heroic ardor, and wield 

sword of the spirit amid the clash of arms 
and the din of battle. 

Mr. HAMMETT said the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Indiana was of anature so 
sbhorrent to the feelings of all civilized nations, 
that it could not, for a moment, have been enter- 
former period. The very spirit of 
the mighty ead—the very ashes of the Father of 
his Country—would rebuke the proposition. It 
was attempting to revive in tifis Republic that 
which was the destruction of the French Repub- 
lic. Areligion which teaches the sublime senti- 
ments which the Christian religion teaches, could 
never be injurious toany nation. In the language 
of Scripture, whatsoever things are true, what- 
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are 
of good report, proceed from its observance. 
If they should adopt the doctrines of the gentle- 
man from Indiana, they would strike a blow at 
the cause Of human liberty which could never be 
retrieved. The country suffered no manto have 
charge of her interests, or to fill a important 
trust, until he bound himself, by oath upon the 
Bible, to discharge his-duty faithfully. oman 
would trust his interest, his honor, or his life, to 
the soundest jury, until they were first bound by 
a solemn oath to do him justice. 

But, apart from the consideration of its Divine 
origin, it was the sublimest system of ethics—it 

rescribed the purest code of morals—that could 
be devised. Look abroad through the world: 
where was it that true liberty was found? No 
where but where christianity was preached and 
practiced. He was convinced that so monstrous 
a proposition could not receive a second vote. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said he could not 
bring himself for a moment to entertain the idea 
that such a proposition could be adopted. 

Mr. PETTIT said he had offered the amend- 
mentupon the solemn conviction of his own mind 
that it was a duty which he owed to himself and 
tothe country; and he would never be deterred 
from the discharge of his duty, let the conse- 
oe be what they might. 

id not reverence religion as much as any man in 
that House; but if it had been considered neces- 
sary to incorporate religion with the political in- 
stitutions of the country, why was it not done 
when the Constitution was adopted?) Were the 
fathers of this Republic less impressed with its 
importance than their descendants? It was not 
adenunciation of the Christian religion that he 
intended; far from it. It was a mere question as 
: the propriety of employing chaplains in the 

rmy. 

Mr. HARDIN mede a few remarks in reply 


tained at an 





toMr. Pertit, and contended that the object of || 


the latter was to make an attack on the Christian 
teligion, and bring it into disrepute. The gen- 
tleman, it was true, disclaimed any such design, 
but if such was not his object, why did he offer 
his amendment?) Why did he, in the course of 
his remarks, make allusion to the command of 
the Savior not to resist aggression? Was the 
een afraid that there was not enough of 
anny Wrightism in Indiana, and deemed it ne- 
cessary to add to it?) The whole of the gentle- 
man’s argument was an attack on the Christian 
religion, instead of a defense of the Constitution. 
Mr. H. then passed the highest eulogiums on 
Christianity; and contended that, if it was taken 
away, this Government would dissolve into anar- 
chy and confusion, and lastly into monarchy. 
But the gentleman contended that the Constitu- 
tion gave no authority for the employment of 
chaplains. He had heard this often before; but 
the géntleman certainly deserved some credit for 
Originality in making the discovery that to pay 
chaplains was forbidden by the Constitution. 
Mr. H. concluded by calling for tellers on the 
question, that it might be seen who were willin 
to i the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Parse 
in his war on the Christian religion. 


| 


| ** Question! Question!’ from the Opposition, 


| ‘business done in the House. 
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|| gious feelings of the House. He rejoiced that 
| the question would be taken by tellers, so that 

the public could see that there would be but one 

individual in the House whom his colleague could 

accuse of being a follower of Fanny Wright; and 
| that gentleman himself has already revelled such 

an imputation. So his colleague must lose the 

political capital so often attempted to be got up 
by imputing infidelity to the Democratic party. 
He was glad that his colleague had called for’) He hoped that those who had so much to say 
tellers on the question, for if his colleague had | against infidelity in theory, would not support an 
not called for them, he would have done so him- || infidel in practice for President; and that those 
self, as he was determined that demagogues should || who pretended to abhor Fanny Wright so much 
not make political capital out of this question. || would use less exertions for the elevation of one 
He trusted that there would not be a single vote || who, through all his life, has been putting in 
for this amendment save that of the gentleman || practice those principles of immorality. and vice 
who offered it; and that the House would show, |} which ee her with inculcating. , 


Mr. WENTWORTH rose amidst cries of 


and observed that gentlemen might take the ques- 
tion when he had got though his remarks. It | 
was not often that he troubled the House; and if 
the gentlemen on the other side, who called so 
loudly for the question, would but follow his ex- 
ample, there would be fewer speeches, and more 


| Mr. ST 


on taking the question, its high respect for the ENROD appealed to the gentleman 


religious institutions of the country. This was 
aproud day forhim. He would not for the world 
reject the religious influences which operated upon 


the community, either ina political ora social way. | 


When he saw men canvassing the country for the 
presidency, throwing down the sacred barriers 
which our forefathers had erected, he owned that 


| he felt some alarm, and thought it time that some 


; out, 


effort should be made to preserve these moral and 
religious principles upon which our happiness as 
a people depended. Let us carry this principle 
Let our presidential candidates be moral 


| and religious men; and let them, instead of worn 


out politicians, and ignorant, unprincipled buf- 


| foons, carry preachers in their trains; and instead 
| of singing rowdy songs and drunken revelry, let 


them sing the songs of Zion. 
that he had any right to make political capital 
out of the dispensations of Divine Providence, 


| but we have all a right to take them asa warning 


It was not that he || 


voice, and improve upon them. 


'acted. Whatever we may do, let us not defy the 
'Most High God. 


infidel will acknowledge ought to be observed. 


this was a proud day forhim. It seemed as ifa 


| ruling principle of that House; and they might, 


songs, was to cease; and men were to give over 


thoughts to the worship of the Great Jehovah. 
Again, if there was one institution of our holy 
religion more sacred than another—if there was 


for the author of our being than all others, and 
| more strictly demanded our religious observance 


| proper subject of inquiry,whether it was not their 
duty to put down those who profaned it. Letus 
put down those who, on the Sabbath day, collect 
| such crowds of noisy revellers around the meet- 
| ing-houses as to interrupt their worship, and 
| compel the ministers to dismiss their congrega- 
| tions. 
drunken orgies, in one of which an estimable man 
and respectable member of society was stamped 


even after such a tragic scene. Let the old men 
reflect what must be the consequences, if this 


let them consider what would be their feelings on 
finding their sons singing rowdy songs in some 
grog-shop. What would be their feelings, in re- 


answer: ‘ Father, I am aspiring to the Presiden- 
cy, and this is the modern road to preferment.”’ 
Mr. W., in conclusion, said that he had ac- 


that there was not one man in the House who 
was willing to vote for the amendment, He had 





accomplished more than his object, if he suc- | 
ceeded in adding anything to the moral and reli- 


He did not know | 


Let us, then, | 
look back upon the last presidential canvass; and | 
| in view of the woeful calamities that have since | 
| then fallen on the nation, let us not repeat the | 
| scenes of riotand debauchery that were then en- || 


There are certain cardinal | 
principles of virtue and morality that even the | 


Let us, then, have no man as our candidate for | 
President, or any of the high offices of the Gov- | 
ernment, who sets these principles at defiance. He || 
would say, both to Whigs and Democrats, that | 
due reverence for sacred things was now to be the | 
with truth, write to their constitutents thata new | 
| era was commencing, and that henceforth religion | 
/ and virtue were to. be the only passport to pro- | 
motion. The time had come when drunken rev- | 
elry, with its rude accompaniment of rowdy | 


adoring wild beasts, living or dead, and turn their 


one more calculated to imparta holy reverence | 


—it was that of the holy Sabbath; and it was a || 


More than all, let us put a stop to those || 
to death, and in which the revelry was continued || 


flood of vice and immorality is not stayed; and | 


proving their sons for such conduct, to hear the | 


complished his object, if he succedeed in getting || 
tellers on the question, so that it might be seen |! Ciaims. 


|| from Indiana to withdraw the amendment. 

|| After some irregular conversation, the amend- 

| ment was withdrawn by Mr. PETTIT; and the 
committee proceeded to the consideration of sub- 
sequent sections. 

The eighteenth section being under considera- 
tion, 

Mr. BRENGLE proposed an amendment, by 
adding the wors ‘* from and after the Ist July 
next,’? to fix that day as that on which the 
monthly payment proposed in that section should 
commence. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, addressed the com- 
mittee on the general subject of reform; the state 
of the Treasury when the Whig party came into 

|| power; and the ways and means whieh that party 
devised. 

|| Mr. C. JOHNSON raised a question of order 
|, on the ground of irrelevancy. 

|| The CHAIRMAN remarked that the gentle- 
man from Kentucky had certainly started a great 
way from the question before the committee; but 
it was impossible to say what he was going to 
come to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, resumed and pur- 
|| sued his remarks in the strain in which he com- 
menced. 

Mr. HALE called him to order. The question 
was whether the monthly pay proposed in the 
eighteenth section should commence on the Ist 
July; and what had the expenses of Mr. Van 
3uren’s administration to do with that? 

The CHAIRMAN said, although the remarks 
| of the gentleman from Kentucky were not strictly 

confined tothe question before the committee, they 

were not deemed to be so irrelevant as to justify 

the Chair in arresting them, ° 

Mr. HALE appealed from that decision. 

Mr. JAMESON hoped the gentleman from 
New Hampshire would not press his appeal, as 
he should desire permission to reply; and in his 

reply to review the course of Mr. Clay. 

Mr. VINTON inquired if they were not then 

in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union; and whether, therefore, the state of the 
‘| Union was not under discussion? [{Laughter.] 

Mr. THOMASSON inquired if the question 
was not one of retrenchment and reduction gen- 
erally ? 

The CHAIRMAN put the question on the 
‘appeal, and decided that the ayes appeared to 
| have it. 
| Tellers were called for; and Messrs. Kennepr 
|| of Maryland, and McDowe tt were appointed. 
|| The question was taken, and there were—ayes 
|| 67, noes 31; being less than a quorum. 
|| A second count was Soocadale and the result 
| was—ayes 84, noes 14. 

No quorum voting, the committee rose and re- 
ported that fact. 
|| Mr. WHITE moved a call of the House; pend- 
|| ing which motion, 

The House adjourned. 





|| to the reporters by the members presenting them : 
By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: Additional testimony in the 


\| 
i 
|| ‘The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
| 
| 
| 


|| case of the claim of the heirs of Benjamin Turman, of In- 
|| diana. 

|| By Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of Joseph Paxton, of 
|| Missouri, praying remuneration for a horse, arms, &e., lost 
|| by him during the last war, while in the service of the 
United States; which was reterred to the Committee of 


} By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of John Conant, of 
| Bridgewater, Massachusetts, for a pension for services in 
the revolutionary war. 

By Mr. FRENCH: The memorials of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Wright, and Mrs. Elizabeth Oneal, of Jessamin county, 
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7, 1838. to be extended to them for life ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. BURKE: The petition of Henry J. Duff and sev- 
enty-five others, naturalized citizens of Rhode Island, rep 
resenting that they are debarred of the privileges in relation 
to suffrage, which are extended by the existing constitution 
of that State to other white citizens ; and that they are ac- 
tually degraded below the negroin the privileges of citizen- 
ship; and praying Congress to redress their grievances. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, “pril 1, 1844. 





Mr. CLAYTON presented the proceedings of | 


a large meeting of farmers, mechanics, manufac- 
turers, and merchants, of the county of New 
Castle, Delaware; and resolutions adopted thereat 
' protesting against any attempt to modify, alter, 


or repeal the tariff of 1842; which were referred to 


} 
} 


the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented ten memorials || 


—two from Whitesides, three from Utica, one 
from Rensselaer county, one from Genesee coun- 
ty, one from Greenbush, one from Onondaga, and 
one from Washington county, New York, re- | 
monstrating against any alteration in the existing | 
tariff, and against the passage of the bill lately | 
introduced into the House of Representatives, by | 
the Committee of Waysand Means; which were | 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Also, a memorial from the heirs of James Bell, | 
deceased, praying for remuneration for the rev- 
olutionary services of their ancestor, and for 
advances made by him during that war; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
signed by N. O. Kellogg and two hundred and 


sixty-one citizens of the town of Vernon, Con- || 


necticut, setting forth the advantages of the pres- 
ent tariff, and asking the Senate not to change the | 
same by the passage of the House bill for that | 
purpose; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Finance. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD presented resolutions adopt- | 
ed by the Legislature of the State of Maine, pro- | 
testing solemnly against the existence of any laws 
in any of the States or Territories of this Union, | 
which subjects the free colored citizens of that 
State to the liability to be arrested and impris- 
oned, and to be sold into slavery for the payment | 
of the costs of such arrest and imprisonment; | 
and also protesting against such laws as uncon- 
stitutional, and as endangering the Union. Also, 
resolutions instructing the Senators and request- 
ing the Representatives from that State to pro- 


cure the repeal of such laws with the State or || 


territorial governments; which were referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, resolutions adopted by the Legislature of 
the State of Maine, instructing the Senators and | 
requesting the Representatives from that State to | 


use their influence to procure the passage of a law, | 
at the present session of Congress, prescribing a 
day for the choice of the electors of President and 
Vice President of the United States, which day 
shall be the same throughout the United States; | 
which were referred to the Judiciary Committee, 
and ordered to be printed. 
Also, instructing the Senators and requesting | 


the Representatives from that State to present to || 


the consideration of the national Legislature facts | 
connected with the trade of the United States and | 
the British colonies under the arrangement now 
in force, and to exert their influence to rescind the 
treaties regulating the same as soon as practica- 


ble; which were referred to the Committee on || 


Commerce. 


Mr. BARROW presented resolutions adopted 
by the Legislature of Louisiana, instructing the 


i} 
} 
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Kentucky, praying the benefits of the pension act of July. | cause unknown to him, the Secretary of the Navy || Public Lands, to whom 


| did not send in the report until the very day he 
left the office. The report came in on the last day 


plete, and was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs on the 20th February last. He referred 
to these facts now, merely for the purpose of sat- 


isfying the people of his State that he had not | 


been remiss in duty or inattentive to this import- 


|| ant subject. He had looked upon it as one of vast 


/importance, not only to the South, but to the 
whole country. He dwelt some time upon the 
importance of making the improvements at Pen- 
sacola contemplated in the resolutions of instruc- 
tion, and concluded by expressing the hope that 
the Naval Committee, having charge of the sub- 
ject, would report at as early a day as possible— 
at such a day as would not preclude the possibil- 
ity of having something done before the adjourn- 
| ment of Congress. 


| The resolutions were referred to the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. B. also presented a memorial from B. Bal- 
lard, of Louisiana, praying for the passage of an 
act confirming his title to a certain tract of land, 
| and directing the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue a patent therefor; which was 
referred tothe Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
James Sellers and Abraham L. Pennock, of Phil- 





|| adelphia, representing that they made a contract 


for furnishing the Post Office Department with 
| mail-bags; that they furnished the bags accord- 
ing to contract; but that the Department had re- 
| fused to take them, and left them on their hands; 
and they pray Congress to indemnify them for 
losses, or to direct the Postmaster General to take 
| the bags off their hands. 

| Mr. B. said, from the statement of the memo- 
rialists, he had very little doubt in the justness of 
the claim. He moved that the memorial be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

| Mr. BUCHANAN presented four memorials 
| from different parts of Pennsylvania, in favor of 
| continuing the present tariff until, from ascer- 
| tained facts, it be demonstrated that a change in 


| it was necessary, and to the interest of the coun- 


|try; which were referred to the Committee on 
| Finance. 

| Mr. BATES presented a memorial from five 
| hundred citizens of the town of Adams, and one 
from one hundred and forty-six citizens of the 
| town of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, protesting 
against the repéal or modification of the existing 
| tariff law, and praying the Senate to resist the 





|| passage of the bill of the House to reduce that 


| tariff; which were referred to the Committee on 
| Finance. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of Mississippi, instructing the 
Senators and requesting the Representatives from 
| that State to promote the passage of a law re- 
| ducing the price of the public lands there; which 
| were referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from two 
hundred and thirty-six citizens of Amelia county, 
Virginia, setting forth the vital importance of 
Texas to the United States, and urging Congress 
| to provide for its annexation to the Union, by all 
| lawful means; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 
| Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from 
| William Miller, of Maine, for a pension; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a report from 





‘| the Secretary of the Treasury, directed to the 


| Committee on Commerce, on the subject of an 
| application of Fern, Creshaw, & Co., of New 


Senators and requesting the Representatives from || Orleans, for remission of duty on six bales of cot- 
that State to use every effortto procure the neces- | ton destroyed by fire, which were imported from 
sary appropriations for rendering the harbor of || Texas for reéxportation; which was referred to 


Pensacola accessible to vessels of every class, 
and to the placing the navy-yard there, as speed- 
ily as possible, in acondition to build, repair, and 
equip men-of-war, 

Mr. B. remarked that it would be recollected, 
that at the meeting of the present Congress, he 
introduced resoluuons relating to this subject, 
calling on the Secretary of the Navy for estimates 
for a navy-yard, and dock, and wharf at Pensa- | 
cola, For some reason or other, or from some | 








the. Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from 
| Harrison Wingate, of Charlestown, Massachu- 
| setts, asking to be paid his moiety of the value of 
_ certain stolen property, recovered to the United 
| States by his act; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 


|| of Julius Eldred, praying 
| 


pene or 
| || copper rock, and for his services in re the 
| of his existence; which report was very incom- || 


|| the copper rock of Lake Superior; 
|| read, and ordered to a second readin 


|| read, and ordered to a second reading, 


| back, without amendment,and witha recommend. 






Ser : etd 1, 


was referred the peti _ 
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& compensation f; = 


MOVing it 
Oncernins 
Which wa; 
g- The te. 
© printed, 


° ; 
| reported a bill for the relief of John C. meee 


} 
| land, physician of the naval hospital; Which was 


| to Washington city, reported a bill ¢ 


port accompanying was ordered to b 
Mr. FOSTER, from the Committe 


He also, from the same committee 
adverse report on the petition of th 
Thomas Eames, for reimbursement o 


» Made an 
€ heirs of 


fa 
of cattle which were illegally confiscated a 


and of certain judicial expenses incurred there 
by; which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported 


ation that they do pass, House bill entitled «4, 

act for the relief of the legal representatives of 
| Captain Samuel Shannon, deceased;’’ Senate jj 

for the relief of William R. Davis; House bil for 
the relief of George W. Clarke, Harris Coo, 
and John Brainard, of the State of Rhode Islang. 
and reported back House bill for the relief of 
True Putney and Hugh Riddle. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee 
made an adverse report on the petition of Joseph 
Rundlet, praying to be paid interest and discoun, 
on certain Treasury notes paid to him by the 
Government during the late war; also, a report on 
the petition of the trustees of Richard Linthicum, 
for compensation for material delivered for the 
repair of certain light-houses of the United States, 
accompanied by a resolution referring the petition 
and papers to the Department for information, 
The reports were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pen. 
sions, made adverse reports in the following cases; 
Hezekiah Hamlet, a soldier of the Revolution, 
for a pension; Rufus K. Lane, for arrears of pen. 
sion; Lydia Baker, for continuance of her pen- 
sion; Jacob M. Folansbee, for arrears of pension; 
William Harper, for an increase of pension; and 
the widow of Jonas Sawtell, a soldier of the Rev- 
olution, praying to be allowed the amount of pen- 
sion due him at the time of his death. These re. 
ports were severally ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, reported back 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it do not pass, the bill from the House for 
the relief of Gideon Foster; and with an amend- 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do pass, 
the House bill for the relief of James C. Hallock. 

Also, on his motion, the Committee on Pen- 
sions was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Jesse Biddle, a soldier in 
the army of the late war, for a pension; the peti- 
tion of George S. Gaines, praying compensation 
as pension agent; and the memorial of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, praying that pensions may be 
granted to the surviving officers and soldiers of 
the last war with Great Britain, and the Indian 
wars prior to the treaty of Granville, in 1795. 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Frederick 
Seigle, a surgeon in the Virginia line; which wgs 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Healso, from the same committee, reported back, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
| that they do not pass, House bill entitled ‘ An 
act for the relief of the heirs of William Augustus 
Atlee, deceased, deputy commissary of purchases 
in the revolutionary war;’’ House bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph Watson; House bill for the relief 
of Elizabeth Jones and others; and House bill for 
the relief of Joseph Bonnell. . 

Also, an adverse report on the petition of Eliz 
abeth Cornell; which several adverse reports were 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Also, the Committee on Pensions was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of Mary Reynolds for the continuation of 
her pension during life. 


BILLS PASSED. 7 


The following bills were read the third time, 
and passed: “ 
| A bill confirming and giving the assent of Jon- 








| gress to an act of the Legislature of Virginia 


' entitled **An act further to amend the act incor- 
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pany int resolution directing the purchase of i franking privilege, which is now enjoyed by offi- 
ble busts of the Presidents of the Uni- || cers of the Government, would, in like manner, | 
| 


certain mar 


oy bill entitled ** An act to change the 


ing the spring term of the district 
ime Ota United States for the eastern district 
virginia, and the circuit court of the United 
of Nea for the fifth judicial circuit of the State of 
; an 

Aa to confirm the survey and location of the | 
claims for lands in the State of Mississippi, east | 
of Pearl river and south of the thirty-first degree | 
of north latitude. ‘ 

| 


| 
| 
| 


FALLS,OF THE OHIO. 


Mr. TAPPAN withdrew his motion to recon- 
sider the vote ordering the printing of the report 
of the topographical engineers who examined the 
fils of the Ohio, with a view to the improvement 
of the river there. 


pOSTAGE——-FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the special or- 
ders were taken up, and the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to the considera- 
tion of Senate bill No. 51, being ‘* a bill to reduce 
the rates of postage, to limit the use and to correct | 
the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the 
prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post 
Office Department. ”’ 

The bill, as reported by the Committee on the | 
PostOffice and Post Roads, and printed, contained 
the amendments proposed by that committee, | 
which amendments had been adopted in Commit- 
teeofthe Whole on Friday, the 22d instant, when || 
the bill was under consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER stated that the | 
question now pending was the motion of the Sen- | 
ator from Rhode Island [Mr. Simmons] to strike | 
out the words one hundred, and insert two hundred 
and fifty, (being the number of miles designated |, 
for the lowest rate of postage, five cents.) 

Mr. PHELPS wished to express his views in | 
relation to the whole measure. In his opinion, | 
thecommittee had mistaken the source of evil | 
complained of, and the remedy to be applied. | 
The evil lay in the expenditures of the Depart- | 
ment, and in the system of contracts by which || 
themailisconveyed. In most instances, although || 
vast improvements have taken place in the means || 
ofintercommunication, and consequently cheaper || 
facilities are afforded for transportation, the same |} 
prices are paid for carrying the mails that pre- || 
vailed thirty years ago, the contractors all grow- 
ing rich, and the Department growing poor, and 
becoming crippled in means. He considered it | 
idle to talk of the paltry clippings to be gained 
by cutting off the franking privilege, and by | 
making other alterations, so long as the vast mo- 
nopolies of mail contractors were allowed to exist. 
He would venture to say that if one third of the | 
price were cut off from the aggregate of contracts, | 
the same parties would accept the carrying of the | 
mail at the reduced rates, and would actually grow 
rich under such new contracts. 





|| them. 


| mail. 
franking privilege would be highly unsatisfactory, || 


| effects anticipated from it. 


| this limitation of the franking 


'| cise of similar means. 
| that most of the speeches made in Congress were 





_The evil grew out of a system of creating po- 
litical patronage by means of those mail contract- 
ors; bestowing the money of the Department for 
purposes of political influence. It was a tremen- | 
dous engine of patronage; calculated to corrupt | 
and break down the institutions of thecountry. | 
He was himself in favor of a reform of the rates | 
of postage; the public voice called for it. It was | 
but reasonable that a revision should take place, 

now that the facilities of intercommunication were | 
80 much multiplied, contrasted with the condition 





of the country when the present rates of postage || 


were laid on. As to putting down private ex- | 
resses, it was idle to talk of doing it by any other | 
egislation than that which would carry public 
opinion along with it. The public must be shown | 
at the Post Office Department will transport mail 
matter as cheap as private expresses, and as ex- 
peditiously, or all laws to put down private ex- | 
presses will become nugatory. He thought too 
much importance was attached fo the proposition . 
of abolishing the franking privilege. It seemed | 
to be overlooked that, in a majority of cases, the | 
franking privilege, to the deputy postmasters, | 
was the only or chief pay they received for the | 
duties of their office. Deprive them of this, and 
they would have to be paid in money out of the 





avails of the Department; so that, in the end, 
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nothing was to be gained. ‘The abolition of the | 


|| effect no saving; for the heads of bureaus would 
| still necessarily have the power of franking, and 
|| those who now enjoy the privilege would only 
| have to get the heads of their bureaus to frank for | 
It would be a mere transfer of the privilege || 
| from many to a few, the few franking as muchas 





bers of Congress. This bill proposes to give to 
each member five stamped covers a day. He and 
many athers did not write one letter a day on an 
average. Now, it was just as probable that mem- 
bers would be importuned for their stamped covers 
as much as they are for putting their names on 
letters at present; and, if a member of Congress 
cannot be intrusted with the privilege of writing 
his name as a frank, he cannot be intrusted with 
the custody of a stamp to pass free through the 
The result of this interference with the 


and ultimately would fail to produce the beneficial | 


Withoutany allusion to the present incumbents | 
of office, but as a general and notorious fact, | 
he felt borne out in asserting that the Post Office | 
had grown up to bean immense engine of patron- 
age, to be wielded for sinister purposes in the 
hands of any party or President in power. And | 
rivilege would be 
calculated to increase the evil, by giving what- 
ever party has the majority in Congress the 
power of loading the mails with political matter, 
while the minority would be wholly excluded 
from counteracting such a movement by the exer- 
lt was very well known 


the many did before. So with respect to mem- 
| 
| 
| 


made for mere Buncombe—made to operate at 
home on the speaker’s constituents, and not with 
any hope of affecting a question at issue when 
delivered. He confessed he had been induced 
by his friends lately to make a speech on the 
tariff, which, when he went to deliverit, he hardly 
expected any one to listen to; but he knew it | 
would do well enough for Buncombe. | 
Under the proposed bill, every member of the 
party in power, who chose to make a speech, 
would have but togeta resolution passed, making 
a reference of his subject to some committee of 
which he was a member, and get out his speech 
in the form of a report, to be circulated at the | 
public expense through the mails, and to sub- 
serve party purposes; whereas the minority could 
not circulate their speeches unless they thought 
their constituents would be pleased to pay twen- 
five cents apiece for each copy—a price, he feared, | 
many would consider rather exorbitant. (Laugh- 
ter. 
he people have been so long accustomed to 





| 


receive congressional documents from their Rep- | 


resentatives free of postage, that the moment this 
privilege is suppressed there will be a universal 
clamor from one end of the country to the other. 
It is a privilege not for the benefit of the member 
of Congress, but for the information and satis- 
faction of the people. They have aright to know 
what is doing in Congress, and by means of this 
peeeee they are put in possession of that know- 
edge. 

In short, in his judgment, this bill looks alto- 
gether in a wrong direction. It does not look to 
the real evil—the eternal and baleful political 
influence of electioneering patronage, inducing 
lavish contracts, unnecessary extensions, and en- 
listing troops of dependants on the bounty of 
men and parties in power. Strip it of this mis- 
erable electioneering principle, and place the De- 
partment on the true grounds of utility—strip it 
of its objectionable powers of patronage, and re- 
form the rates of postage to suit the present con- 
dition of the country and the times—and he would 
give the measure his hearty concurrence. 

He had objections to some of the minor details 
of the bill. These he mentioned respectively. 
The principal exception he took was to the pen- 
alties—such, for instance, as where all the owners 
of a steamboat are made liable for such penalties, 
if only one owner violates the law, though the 
others may not-concur, or may discountenance 
the offense. Another was to the provision making 
a ship or vessel liable to a fine of $500 for infrac- 
tions of the law. This thing of making a ship 


| 


| (Laughter.} 
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een 


pay a fine for a willful offense, was like a law he 


once heard of, enacting thatswine found trespass- 
ing should be subject to fine and imprisonment. 
: He would not, however, dwell on 
these technical objections. They could be amend- 
ed; but he was opposed to the principle of enforc- 
ing a law by penalties, against the general feel- 
ings of the community. 

Mr. MERRICK said the gentleman had had 
his amusement—his merriment—and he hoped he 
was satisfied. He had said the committee had 
mistaken the evilaltogether. Now, what was the 
evil? All the petitions and memorials referred 
to the Post Office Committee complained of the 
exorbitant rates of postage as the greatest evil; 
and did not the committee, in this bill, provide a 
remedy for this evil? Was not a satisfactory re- 
duction of postage proposed? Next,as to all the 
honorable Senator had said about the transmission 
of congressional documents, was not the proposi- 


| tion of the bill to preserve the same right to the 
| people ? 


If the circulation of documents were 
necessary beyond that contemplated by the bill, 
Congress would always have control of the matter 


|| in itsown hands. As tothe complaint of the Sen- 


ator against the vast patronage of the Post Office 
Department, he was not aware of any provision 
that would be introduced into this bill which 
would cut off that patronage. If the honorable 
Senator himself knew of any mode of controlling 
or preventing such patronage or political influ- 
ence, why did he not introduce a separate bill for 
the purpose? And with respect to contracts, he 
did not know of any better mode of contracting 
| than that adopted by the Department, which was 
| to invite, by public advertisement, those disposed 
| to contract, and to receive their bids, with the 
| privilege of choosing the lowest, if, in all respects, 
the most desirable. The great question to be con- 
sidered with regard to this bill was that of the 
reduction of postage. He was glad to find the 
| honorable Senator [Mr. Puexrs] in favor of that 
| proposition. 
| Mr. SIMMONS conceived it would be best to 


| proceed with the amendments, before the discus- 


sion of the general principles of the measure was 
entered upon. The amendment he had offered 
would touch upon the chief question at issue. 
The objects of the bill were two-fold; first, to re- 
duce the rates of postage so as to prove satisfac- 
tory to the public; and next, to provide for reliev- 
ing the Department from the pressure of con- 
tinual embarrassment. The operation of private 
expresses was considered by the Department the 
chief cause of iis embarrassment. To this, there- 


|| fore, the Senate should look as the first thing to 


| be remedied. Now, his amendment had for its 
| object to include within the distance for which 
| the cheapest rate of postage should be charged, a 
| distance that would embrace the express routes 
| and those points where most of the letters are car- 
| ried by private hands. Mr. S. entered into vari- 
| ous calculations in figures to show the immense 
| quantity of letters carried by private hands. He 
knew of an instance, on a passage from New 
| York to Providence, Rhode Island, on board a 
steamboat, in which three passengers exhibited 
letters in their custody, the postage on which 
| would amount to $56. He also mentioned other 
| Similar instances. 
One objection to this bill was, that it might cut 
| off so much of the income of the Department as 
| to throw a portion of its expense upon the Treas- 
ury. This was undoubtedly to be guarded against; 
for he maintained that the Department ought to 
| be made to support itself. Mr. S. entered into 
| various calculations to show that a small reduc- 
tion on the express routes would not put down 
' 


} 
| 
| 
| 





the competition which interfered with the income 
of the Department. That interference or compe- 
tition could not be corrected, except by an ade- 
quate reduction of postage—such as would enlist 
public cooperation in sustaining the Post Office 
Department. : 

In the objections to the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege, it seemed to be overlooked that the 
reduction of postage would be so great, that those 
who now send or receive mail matter free, would 
not have so much to complain of, as if the priv- 
ilege were abated without any abatement of post- 

ge. . 4 

He thought it was advisable to try the experi- 
ment of cheap postage, even at the risk of having, 
hereafter, if necessary, to raise it again, should it 
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April | 
too much affect the income of the Department. || mittee, he had received, showing the advantages | of reserved Wyandott lands; which were laid 
He had, however, been informed by the most in- || to be expected by the proposed change. | the table, and ordered to be printed, m 
telligent merchants with whom he had conversed || Mr. HANNEGAN next obtained the floor. || Mr, STEWART, of Pennsylvani 
or from whom he Wad received letters on the sub- On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate ad- |) following resolution; which, sine ” 
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Offered the 


ject, that a proper and sufficient reduction of | journed. es ont a lies over: bjected to, 
postage would double the income of the Depart- Resolved, That the Secretary of War be di 
—— . : HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. municate to this House the report of Colina 
Mr. DAYTON remarked that his attention had Monpar, April 1, 1844 topographical engineer, on the survey and eran 
ea , , April 1, . de by him f aan vant , *XAmMinatiog 
been attracted to the phraseology of this bill by ‘ . . mane thee py ree road from Uniontown, Peansy, 
the observations of the Senator from Vermont, The SPEAKER announced that this day had || vania, by way of Pittsburg, to Lake Erie. 


been set apart for the consideration of the busi- 
ness of the Territories. 

Mr. WELLER observed that a number of the 
territorial bills -had been referred to a Commit- | 





(Mr. Puetrs;} which phraseology, he conceived, 
rendered it necessary that the bill should be 
recommitted for the purpose of being corrected. 
His observations chiefly applied to the penal pro- || 


TERRITORIAL BILLS. 


Mr. WELLER renewed his motion tha 
House resolve itself into the Committee Of the 
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visions of the bill; these he referred to with a | 


view of showing that the wording of those pro- 
visions was so loose that acts, before innocent, 
are made not only penal but criminal; for they 
provide for the recovery of fines by action of debt 
or indictment. What courts are to have jurisdic- 
tion? The inquiry cannot be nanpesds by the 
bill. This applied to all the penal provisions. In 
some instances itis provided that the informer 
shall get half the fine, and the other half shall go 
to the post office; while, in other instances, it is 


not stated where the reserved half is to go, or || 
who is to recover the penalty. The sixth section || 
provides for the levying of a fine of not less than | 
fifty dollars, not stating how much over fifty dol- | 
lars it may be. In the 12th section a ship or ves- || 
sel is made liable to the penalty. Was the ship || 
itself to be liable? [Mr. Merrick, from his seat, | 


said, ** Certainly.’’] 


Then, if it was, it ought to 
be specifically stated. 


It seemed to him that these were matters which | 


merited the attention of the chairman of the Post 


Office Committee before the bill became the sub- | 


tee of the Whole House, while others of them 
had been referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. The House would see 
the propriety of considering them all in one com- 
mittee; and he would therefore move to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole House from such 


of the bills as had been referred to it, and refer 


them to the Committee 
of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WELLER moved that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; but withdrew the motion at 


| the request of 


Mr. SIMONS, who, from the Committee on 


Engraving, offered the following resolution; 
| which, by general consent, was considered and 
|| agreed to: 

| Resolved, That the map of the New Madrid and St. Fran- } 
| cis swamp, in Missouri and Arkansas, be published to ac- || 


} company the document on draining; which document is 
| ordered to be published by the House. 


|| Whole on the state of the Union. 


| reported to the House. 
of the Whole on the state || 


| The motion was agreed to; 
| called Mr. Wutre to the cMair. 
/ The committee took up a bill making appr, 
| priations for improvements on the western fe 

ef Lake Michigan; Which was laid aside to be 


and the Speaker 


The committee then took up bill No, 249, jy. 
ing a bill making certain improvements in’ the 
| Territory of lowa; which was debated and ex. 
plained by Mr. CARROLL, Mr. VINTON, ang 
Mr. STEENROD. : 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, went into some expla. 
nations of the objects on which he proposed tg 
/expend the sum appropriated by this Gover. 
| ment for the Territory which he represented, 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to amend the bili by 
striking out the appropriation of $7,000 for the 
improvement of the harbor at Dubuque. 
| The amendment was opposed by Messrs, 
| DODGE of lowa, DODGE of Wisconsin, BAR. 
, NARD, and CARROLL. 


The amendment was rejected. 










ject of discussion. The general phraseology cer- 


tainly required revision at his hands. Post Roads. reported a bill to es- hat t 
The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. Simmons] || de Ager aaa ae i ae Teeskare of | pended under the direction of the Secretary of 


bad anticipated that a sufficient reduction of post- || T,.;4,- whi ; - = ae War;”’ which was adopted. 
Pp P | Florida; which was read twice, and referred to The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 


age would increase the number of letters to be || 1). Committee of the Whole on the state of the | : 
transmitted by mail four-fold. Now, what had | The committee then took up the bill making 
appropriations for certain improvements in the 
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. Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, moved to amend the bi] 
Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the by $e: DODGE of ben aortas 


oe | Union. 
been the experience of Great Britain on the im- | Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on 





mense reduction of her postage from an average | 


of fourteen pence to one penny? That the num- 
ber of letters, instead of being increased five-fold, 


as anticipated, had only increased two and a half || 


fold. Here the proposition was, to make a much 


| Public Lands, reported a bill to authorize A. || 
~ ° | 
| Scott Brown and others to construct a mill-race | 


through the public lands; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 












Territory of Florida. , 
On motion of Mr. LEVY, the following ameni- 
ment was agreed to: 
That the amount appropriated to be expended under this 


the state of the Union ae be expended under the direction of the Secretary 
rere | of War. 


RESOLUTIONS. | The bill was further debated by Messrs. LEVY, 
rienced in Great Britain? These, however, were Mr. WELLER moved that the House resolve || CAMPBELL, STEWART of Pennsylvania, 
topics to be hereafter discussed. || itself into the Committee of the Whole on the || BIDLACK, SMITH of Indiana, and others; 
Mr. MERRICK remarked that he was very || state of the Union. |and was then laid aside to be reported to the 
desirous of correcting and modifying the bill in ||} Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, asked the gentleman || House. . 
every particular so as to make it perfect; but he || from Ohio to withdraw his motion, to allow him The committee then proceeded to consider the 
thought there was no necessity for recommitting || to offer a resolution personal to himself. following bills; which were severally laid aside 
it, as it was in Committee of the Whole, where 1 Mr. WELLER assenting, to be reported: 
it was entirely proper to revise and correct it. || A bill to establish a new collection district for 


When those sections referred to by the Senator || ing resolution; which was considered by general || the Territory of Florida, to be called the Suwanne 
from New cone came to be considered, they || district; 













smaller reduction; and was it not probable that | 
the increase would not be even half that expe- | 
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could be amended in conformity with the Sena- 
tor’s suggestions, 

With regard to the arguments of the Senator 
from Rhode Island, [Mr. Stmmons,] that the num- 
ber of letters would be greatly increased on the 
express routes, should his amendment prevail, he 


had no doubt they were correct and well founded, || 


so far as those routes alone were concerned. But 


there was a great difficulty in adjusting the rate, || 


so as to embrace the express routes only; for, by 
making the distance for the lowest rate of post- 
age oe cents) two hundred and fifty miles, it 
shou 

every post office in the United States, making the 
postage within a circuit of two hundred and fifty 


miles around each, only five cents; and that nine | 


tenths of the post offices of the Union were not 
within any of the express routes. Hence, it must 
be obvious that all the advantages which could be 
ained on the increase by mail of the number of 
anes on the express routes, would be lost on 
the post office circuits outside of the express 
routes. 
Mr. M. entered into a variety of statistical de- 


tails, with a view of showing that the number of || 
letters by short routes paid the principal part of | 
the income of the Department; and therefore, || 
there was greater risk in regard to reductions on | 


the short than on the long routes. 

Mr. M. reiterated his arguments of Friday, in 
favor of doing something speedily and effectually 
to sustain the Department. He read several let- 
ters, which, as chairman of the Post Office Com- 


d be kept in mind that this would apply to | 








Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 


| form this House the rule which has governed the selection 


of cadets for admission to the Military Academy at West 


| Point for the year 1844; and if the provision of the act ap- 
| proved March 1, 1843, which provides * that the number of 
| cadets by appointments hereafter to be made shall be lim 

| ited to the number of Representatives and Delegates in Con- 


gress and one from the District of Columbia, and that each 
congressional and territorial district and the District of Co- 
lumbia shall be entidled to have one cadet at said acadeiny,”’ 
has been complied with ; and, if said requirement of law 
has not been observed, the reason why it has not been ob- 
served in all cases ; and tospecify the cases in which it has 
not been observed, and the reason for each case. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, observed that, under 
the law of Congress, the congressional district 
he had the honor to represent was entitled to the 
appointment of one cadet to the Military Acad- 
emy of West Point. He had given to an appli- 
cant from his district an assurance that he should 
receive the appointment; but, inasmuch as he 
had not received it, he wished to get some in- 
formation from the War Department which would 
exonerate him from any censure, and show his 
constituents that he had done his duty. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON, with the assent of Mr. 
We ter, offered the following resolution; which, 
by general consent, was considered, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That so much of the two resolutions of the 
18th January, as calls on the President for information 


| therein specified, beyond the 4th of March, 1841, be, and 


the same. are hereby, rescinded. 
Mr. St. JOHN presented certain resolutions of 


| 
j 
Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, offered the follow- 


A bill to authorize the selection of certain school 
lands in the Territories of Florida, Lowa, and 
Wisconsin; 

A bill making an appropriation to defray the 
| expenses of the session of the Assembly of the 
| Territory of Wisconsin, held in December, 184, 

and January, 1843; 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 
| States to issue patents for the town lots sold in 
| the town of Mineral Point, in the Territory of 
Wisconsin; 

A bill®upplemental to an act entitled ‘An act 
for laying off the towns of Fort Madison and 
Burlington, in the county of Des Moines, and the 
towns of Belleview, Dubuque, and Peru, in the 
county of Dubuque, Territory of Wisconsin, 
(now Iowa,) and for other purposes}”’ approved 
the 2d of July, 1836; and the amendatory act 
thereto, approved March 3d, 1837; 

A bill granting to the county of Dubuque cet- 
tain lots of ground in the town of Dubuque; 

A bill to establish certain post routes in 
| Territory of Florida; 
| A bill’to authorize the issuing of patents for 
| certain lands in the St. Augustine land district, 
in Florida, the sales of which were not regularly 
reported; a 

A bill making appropriations for certain im- 
| provements in the Territory of Florida; = 
A bill making appropriations for certain Im 
| provements in the Territory of Iowa; and 

A bill directing the President of the United 





the Legislature of Ohio, in relation to the sales || States to cause the reserved lead mines in 
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